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I. —_ ow piles: given to "the former 
editions of this little tract, and the extenſive 
ſpread of it through England and Ireland, are cir- 
cumſtances which lead the Author to hops he hath 


(POFIWIUARD ia win. off 84 067+ 54; * 1 


i "The late renublication of the Appeal, "has occa- 
ſioned the reprinting of this Addreſs in anſwer to it. 
And the Author hopes that the readers of the one, 

Vill be ſo impartial as to peruſe with attention and 

<avdar what 1s contained in the other. 


He bas written, he can n truly ſay, with no ſpirit 
of party, or the leaſt ill-will to the Author of the 
Appeal, whoſe literary and moral charafter he has 
Jong admired and reverenced. But what is con- 
tended for in this Addreſs, which be wiſhes may 

| be permitted to accompany the Appeal, appears to 
him to, be not only truth, but truth of the higheſt 
importance, the truth of God, and eminently cal- 

culated to promote genuine pratical-religion. He 
has written therefore from the fullneſs of his heart, 
and is indeed in earneſt; feeling, as ſtrongly as ever 
the Author of the Appeal can, the ſincereſt good- 
Vill and compaſſion to the multitude, who are too 
. — ready 
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be- — wa bent 
with every wind of doctrine; and moſt ardently 
wiſhing to he the inſtrument” of eſtabliſning them 
in the great truths of the goſpel, and in that evan- 
gelical humility and holineſs without which, what- 
ever our r principles are, we en never r fee the 


Lord,” 


4 . ET 5 5 1 8 the > y 3 5 8 N 
im this age of ſeepticiſm and levity, the Au- 


thor is very ſenſible he has nothing to expect from 
many, but, to be accounted a knave or a fool for 


what he has written, A knave, who only writes 


to ſecure the reputation | and emoluments of or- 
thodoxy,* or a fool, whoſe heart "is, perhaps, 
fomething better than his head. But none of 


theſe things move him, nor is it in the leaſt on this. 


account he conceals his name, but merely, with, the. 
Author of the Appeal, to give What he has written 
a beter chance of being read without prejudice, 


And ſnould thoſe good purpoſes. be in any. d egree 
anſwered by it, for which it is moſt. ſincerely i in- 


tended, it will greatly overbalance every other 


conſideration, and yield greater pleaſure to the 
Author, than the higheſt applauſe. could have af. 
ſorded him, had he publiſhed a work of the moſt 


pompous and popular nature, 
Feb. 28. 178g. 
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F „Ses the Tx iumph of Truth, by the Author of the Appeal page Fl * 


F Appesl, Page 28. 
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X NEN * tellelt upon the bee attempts 

Which have been made, particularly of 
lte, to unſettle your minds reſpeſting the prin- 
ciples of religion, and to excite you to rejeft 
with ahorrence that faith for which your pious 
anceſſors earneſſly contended, 1 am filled with 
the moſt painful anxieties Wann you. I am 
afraid leſt, in this ſuporficial age, theſe unwearied : 
effſarts ſhould prove but too ſucceſsful, - Could 1, 
indeed, look upon the principles: of religion in 
that merely" ſpeculatide light in which they have 


too ofien been repreſented, I ſhould not be at all 


concerned about them. But the principles of 
religion, it is certain, enter deeply into the 
profiice of it, its doctrines are cloſely united with 
Its a.. duties, nor can the divine liſe 
A | be 


———— 
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W expefled to floriſb, n thoſe truths n 
are the great ſupport of it are diſdainfully reject-· 
ed. Permit me therefore, dear brethren, in the 


h ſpirit of fervent love, ſeriouſly to addreſs you on 


ſo intereſting an occaſion. Permit me freely and 
affektionately to exhort you, to hold faſt the form 
of ſound words which you have long fince heard of 


Chriſt and his. apoſtles, and to. contend earneſtly 


for that faith which is clearly and once for all deli 
ve red to you in the ſacred records. Buy the truth, 
but fell i it not. Let no man take your crown. | 
The manifeſt deſign of the Appeal which hath 
been circulated” amongſt you with fuch uncommon 


aſſiduity, is to overturn the very foundations of 


your faith and hope. It is not levelled merely 


againſt ſom e of the leſs important and more diſputa- 


ble points of Chriſtianity, but at: thoſe capital een 


tial truths, Which have hitherto been eſicemed the 


diſtinguiſſing peculiarities of the goſpel. The inten- 


tion of it, is to perſuade you, that you are TIT in 


conſequence: of the original apoſtacy, 


Zuiliy and, in . yourſelves, helpleſs | — 


Jeſus Chriſt is unt che perſon you have — 


ſuppoſed him te bey but à mere man like yourſelves. 


That you are not to be ſaved by i merits, but 
merely by your. own repentance. and -reformation.. 


Your repentance, I ſuppoſe; you ſhould happen 


to commit any fin, and reformation, you ſhould-: 
chance to do wrong. That as to Chriſt he did no 
mare than Was his duty to do, and that the doctrine of 
atonement for fin by his death is a popiſt invention. 
And then, aker all; becauſe the bappineſs of hes. 


ven. 
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3 ſuppoſed" to be rather more than our 
good works abſolutely deſerve, we are perſuaded to ; 


taht that this doctrine of ſalvation by our own 
and reformation, is the "goſpel aue 


3 fe ee e e e ee 


If the: foundations be thus deſiroyed,” what halt 
thee righteous do ? The patron of theſe unſcriptural 


. tenets appears indeed to be a very fincere and ho- 
neſt man, and God forbid! we -ſhould think or re- 


preſent him otherwiſe. Judge not-that ye be net 
before his converſion, verily" think that he ought-to- | 
do many things ” contrary to the name of Jeſus of 


Nazareth ?-- And though an angel from heauen were 


to publiſh» any other goſpel than that which we have 
in the new teſtament; are we not err Ong 
reject it ? Believe not then, dearly beloved, every 
ſpirit, but. try the ſpirits whether they be of Go; 


Try them by the lam and by the hwy? If they 


ſpeak not according to this word; this unerring unerring word, 
this only infallble ſtandard of truth, it is becauſe, 
though what they ſpeak be ever fo ſpecious and: | 


apr there is no ligit in them. 


this rule. I wiſi you 1 contents 


of — Apps rites 


as of theory omar]. 
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1 e dlojuys: adding 3 ils thoſe: who 


| have wanted to ſet aſide ſome of. the moſt -oboious 
_ "truths of revelation, as they are generally eſteemed, 


OY to — up ** * But the ſaler 
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certainly in itſelf, very unragſonabli. It 1s:readilge 


5 +: 5 
of. Wlan 80 Pvteſtont hach) thag 1 know of, 


— r oppoled, if . we, except a few palpahle enthu ; 


allowed that we are to uſe our reaſon; in judging 


both of! the evidence of the, ſcriptures. themſelves, 


r ue imont and meaning of what they con- 
But if We think ourſelves at liberty to reject 


| ants 3 is apparently taught in the ſcriptures, 


becaule-.3t appears: te us irrational and abſurd; this 
is not a ſober and right uf of reaſon, but a very great 
abuſe of iti And from this ahuſe af reaſun it is 
more than probable, moſt. of - the cotruptians of 
Chriſtianity have ariſen. When our modern di- 
vines talk of improvements in \milagion:. as woll as 
philgfophy, they ſaem to forget that the ſaered codes 
has been compleat for more than ſeventeen hundred: 
years, and that it is at our peril we preſume to alter 
it They ſeem to farget that noble maxim of tha 


great. Chillingworthy; Which yet upon other occaſions 


——— that The bible, 


the bible only is the religion of prot eſtants. I do 
not wiſn, my brethreri; to have yau yield an impli - 
cit faith t any fallible men, nor to be deterred 


from embracing truth by the / authority af names 


ever ſo great and reſpectable. I am ſenfible that 


though Plata may be. a friend, and Socrates a friend, 


Truth is a greater friend than all. But ſurely a 
wan of common modeſty, wilb not haſtily, nor 


| withoutithe fulleſt convifien, rejeßt ſuch prinei- 
_ oiew eee An of 1 and beſt. 
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of 8 men, fuch principles 2s have 123 4 7 4 


Watts, a Doddridge, and a cloud of other witneſſes je. 


to ſupport them. Our predeceſſors had che 


zible we have, and, it may be preſumed, a8 good 


capacities, as muel integrity and piety, ang as large | 
a meaſure of the influences of the Spirit 'of 181 


And though they might nevertheleſs he miſtaken, 
as perhaps we all are in ſome reſpe& or other, yet 
there ſeems to be as little reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
becauſe we of this age + underſtand phalofophy better” 
than our anceſtors,” we muſt therefore / underſtand 
the bible better, as there is to ſuppoſe we muſt un- 
derſtand the thirty-nine articles of the Church of. 
England better than thoſe who drew them. up, or 
who lived nearer than we do to the age in which 


they were compiled, becauſe we are better philoſe- 
Plers than they were, and know a great deal more 


than they did of: 2e#ricity, and other philoſophical 
ſubjetts. Indeed the doctrine of ſeripture is, that 
thoſe things which are righteouſly kid- from the 
wiſe 2nd prudent, it pleaſeth God mercifully to re- 


veal unto babes; It is much to be lamented: that 
men ever have been, and it is to be feared, ever 
will be proudly deſirous of being wiſe alone what 
is written. Inſtead of ſaying, when they look into 
the bible, „Speak Lord; thy fervant heareth, “ 


they are ready rather to ſay with Wicodemus, How 


5 can theſe things be?” Inſtead of ſaying, What 
1 know not, teach thou me!“ they are ready haughe 
tily. io cry out, Where myſtery begins, religion 


ends,” But are e 2 that the ne- · 
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tural manꝰ receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 


God, and that neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritual y. Y diſcerned 7 And is it then at all 


to be wondered at, that many things mould be 


found in the e chat are Jookfinef to ſuch 


| perſons : ofS 
Let 9 2 be 3 the abſolute 4 K of ree- 


velation, and we cannot err ; but if we think to mould 


revelation according t to the caprice of our unſanRified 


reaſon, we {hall loſe. the benefit of both, To ſet 


| up reafon, in any reſpe ct, above revelation, is to 
prefer the slimmering of a taper to the light of the 
| noon-day ſun, And however we may be ready in 
the pride of our hearts to boaſt of reaſon, it becomes 


us to remember, that the world by wiſdom knew not 


God, and that Except. we. Je converted, and become as 
little children, we ſhall not enter the Kingdom of heavens 
| —Thenext lubjed, to be conſidered, i is 


* N 7 do the wil of . 


| There is no. one ines, 1 believe, more fre- 
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2» t b the 9 „ man 3 "paſſage. 1 we are f 
1 The x man in his ih, or un renened ſtatę, ſeems ve 
evident from Re. viii. 9. Where the ſame apoſtle obſerves, 


But ye are not in the feſt, but in the Spirit, if /o be the Spirit of God 
Sell in you 
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| wo Ho —— afted 1 10 it, we ſhould 


et cords de 65256 nr nee of, Jus te, 
That it is as though g man's children were ſhut ub in 
a building that was on fre, while de himſelf uus without 
and had the key; and that inſtead of opening the dum, 
to favor their eſcape, le only calls out to them! to flee out 
of the place, in order to avoid. inflant deſtruſuon ; and 


that, as the neceſſary conſequence of this, they all perijh 


in the flames before his eyes. A diſmal ſtory indeed! 
Well may the author of it cry out, What would you 
think of ſuch a father ? And for my own part I am 


| very ready to anſwer for myſelf, that. I ſhould think | 


him a cruel, vile, bad man, 


But to convince you of the fallacy of ſuch kind 
of repreſentations as theſe, it were eaſy to ſay, 
What would you think of a father, who, if he were 


to unlock the door of the houſe and call to his chil- 


dren to come out, yet, finding they were aftee or 
antoxicated, or by any other means ſo circumſtanced 
as not to be perhaps either alle or willing to come 


out, did not nevertheleſs do .z&vary THING. 1N 
Ms row to bring them out, and ſave them from 


periſhing in the flames? Would you not think he 
wanted the bowels of a father ? But, becauſe the great 
God doth not ſee fit to uſe any other means than he 


does, doth not ſee fit, even in the diſpenſation of theſe 


means themſelves, to do ALL HE yPoS$IBLY COULD to 


prevent the deſtruction of his children, (as this 


author chuſes to term ſinners in general,) ſhall we 


Gare d to * the heavenly Father with want of 
5 N nn ? 


. mno, ———_— * 
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0 The above ink 1. omitted in the 7 edition of the 


1 22 3 | 


compaſſion 2 truth is, the analogy bateipit 1 


the duty of earthly parents to their children, and 


what is It and right for the heavenly Parent to do | 


towards his offspring, or rather, for the moral and 
righteous Governor of the Univerſe to do towards his 
ſinful creatures ; is fo exccodingly inadequate and 


remote, that whenever we attempt to argue from 
the one to the other, we are in danger of running 


into perpetual miſtakes aud errors. The ways of 
God are, in ten thouſand inſtances, in the great 


deep, and his Judgments paſt finding but. We axe in- 
deed confident, that the great God always doth 
57 what i is right. But yet, were we to meaſure what 


is right in God, by what would be Tight in us, in 
dur contraſted limited ſpheres of action, we aul 


<ieri'bs obliged to own that God does wrong.* : 
But, in the caſe before us, who ever Wppoſed 
that God locked up the houſe'? Or that at the Tame 


time he called to his children to come out, he deter- 
mined not to let them out, though they ſhould diſ. 


cover ever ſo great a defire to come out, and do ere 


thing in their poter to eſcape ? Ts this © the favorite 


«6 "opinion of many chr: 3 divines oo 1 PE bg is not 
| Wh opinion of any one. | | 


A: 


The miſrepreſentation Sttheipulty ariſes from the 


author 25 the e 1 no "diftinQion be- 
e e 


x © ITS: 


Ae merely for the ſake of brevity, as were ſeve h others. 
*Tignow inſerted becauſe, upon a review -of it; the author thinks 


it of conſiderable importance; and has the very great fatisfac- 


tion to find the ſentiment it eſtabliſhes confirmed by ſuch able 
and truly reſpectable writers as Dr. Oſwald and the late Prefident 
of * . See Note Article IV. and VI. 
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twixt a natural and a; moral. inability. to do the will 
of God, a diſtinktion .of more eonſequence to the 
right underſianding of, the divige diſpenſations to- 
wards ROD man, than many ſeem to he aware. ol. 
Were the inabilit A he will a 
natural. d e AIRY bing, 1550 » abi. 72 
8 £335: 

man has to walk when he haha broken leg, or to 
attend to buſineſs hen he is delirious i in a fever, 
e can be conceived o more abſurd, or more 


180 


i cruel.t an it, would be,, to. alt upon him t do the 


will of God, and to threaten him with Puniſhment, 


if he: did 1 nol. 5 Nor doth it appear that, in this, 
caſe, any e end could be anſwered, by ſuch calls and 
threatenings,, anymore chan as. though they. were 
addreſſed to a. Hoch or, a flone. But, if the inability; 
12 875 be J. A moral. inability, an inability of . 
the will will, 308 criminal, and. a; ; fupifhable . inability, then. 
what can be, more properly, aud, fuitably.. addreſfed 
to bim, than the calls. and. invitations, p<! -promiſes, 


T and threatgpiogs .af..the. word, of God v : Theſe are, 


means which every one. knows. are, in their own. 


nature, | adapted to ramove a moral indifpof tion of. 
the. mind, juſt as much as the preſcriptions of a 


phyſician or the, operations ↄf a ſurgeon, are ſuited 
to remove any "natural di Herder of the body.? It is 
indeed. often... ſaid that men naturally have no. power, 


to do the will of God. And it is very true. But 


the meaningiis not, that men have no NATURAL, 


| power to do the will of God, but that men naturally, 


; B oF Nei e - 4 | ; OT. 
TCC roativs por. Aarti 3 70, «3 
* This ſimile our bleſſed Lord himſelf feems to make uſe of, 
when he ſays, —The ” whole need not a Ion bur they that 


are ſic h.“ Matt. ix. 12 


s 


| EN 7 
or an their Astutsl üaconveried tate, have no H > 
power as is neceflaty in order tb do che il of God, 
which is à power of the will. © No divine, 1 be- 
lie ve, eber meant to a that man is locted up in 
a houſe, and fafft bound” there, ſo that | he cannot —5 
out if be would * büt rather that he is ſo attached to 
the houſe (to keep to the ſimile in the App cal) 
and ſo fond of his coinpanions there, that there is 
no moral. poſſubility of perfuading him to come out, 
even though you tell him that immediate deſtruc 
tion hangs over him. Or, to drop the ſimile, chat 
he is fo alienated from the life of God, ſo averſe to 
that which is ſpiritual and holy, ſo infatualed by 
fin, that he will not come to Chriſt that he might 
have life. That he is, in ſhort, fpiritually dead, 
dead to divine things, dead in treſpaltes and fins, 
and that no one but God himſelf can effeftually 
perſuade him to eſcape for his life. But there i is all 
this while no "natural inability* in man 0 do the 
will of God: he has all the members of the body 
at his command, and the faculties of the ſoul. 
The n defect is in abe with What be wants is 
S M 7 a heart. 
Should ai object to my reafoning! there, 1 e ety alk 
them — Does the ſinner when he is converted to God, receive 
any new NATURAL powers Is he made a natural new creature # 
Or is he not a moral nem creature, having the ame ratirral powers 
he had before his converſion, only rectſed by divine grace; or, 
in other words, being effeftuaily perſuaded and inclined, to ule bis 
natural powers in a di erent manner, and for different Purpobss | 
from hat he did before ? © 
I am more and more 5 v2 of the i importance of? the diſ- 
tinftion betwixt a natural and moral inability to do the will of 
God; and that it is a diſtinction which has been too little re- 
garded. Many zealous friends of truth, have R put 
arms imo the hands of their enemies. ee cl upon this ſubje&g 
Mr. Hall's excellent piece, lately publiſhed, entitled, Hz TT To 
Zion's TRAVELLERS. 


How the Author of the Appeal, a zealous Neceſſarian, could 
overlook this obv! ious diſtinction, is ſurpriſing. 


n 


{[o85J1 
a heart or diſpoſition to do the will of God. And it 


me. therefore. with the utmoſt propriety that ſinners 


are exhoned to heg off God to create in them a 
clean heart) and to rene w within them a - right. ſpirit. 
And till they have this, it is as im poſſible in a moral 
ſenſe, that they ſhould do the will of God, as 
though they labored under a natural incapacity of 
doing it, But yet reaſonings, expoſtulations, pro- 

miſes, and threatenings, it is very evident, ate 

highly proper in the one caſe, ibough they would 
be abſurd and - cruel, in the other. Ihey are 
leaſt contribute to a natural power of doing the will 
of God. And yet theſe reaſonings and expoſtula- 
with men, are ſo far from ſuppoſing them 
palleſſad- of any other than a natural power to do the 


willof God, which no one diſputes, that they im- 
ply i in the ſtrongeſt manner the want of a moral 


power, ſince it is this alone which renders ſuch 
means neceſſary, And theſe means therefore, as 
well as others of a more extraordinary nature, the 
„gent God, in his infinite wiſdom and mercy, is 


pleaſed to make uſe of in the moral government of 


the world. And they, no doubt, anſwer the ſeve- 
ral great and important ends for which they were 
deſigned.— —The. degrees of guilt amongſt the 
finally impenitent will be undoubtedly various, 
according to the moral and religious privileges they 
enjoyed, and their uſe or abuſe of them; and for 


ſome it will be more tolerable in the day of judg- 


ment than for others. Nor is it to be ſuppoſed that 
any man ſhall be finally condemned for not doing 
R 2 | I what 
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What he Wes abſolutely iarapable of doing, be that 


what it will but merely for not doing what, in the 
eireumſtanees in Which he Wis placed) ” HE? might 


nd ouphit to Wave done Ther ne A point 40/be*eon- 
wo e Ins 28/7 3t ich ck woch Un bo 
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: Ack however eaſyiit may be to miſrepreſent an d 
ta beetemu hate this humbling doctrine, it will be found, 
I am perſuaded, extremely difficult, whilſt: ey fe- 

gerd is pald to ſorted) or ene pee of ſact j ⁊0 
overturn ite „e mung 1 331 
That we ſuffer by the t of Adam; even the author 
of the Appeal himſelf is obliged to allow,].’ But wliy 
mould we fuffer by the Ha of Adam; if we had no 
ſhare, in any ſenſe at ally in hi- fon” ? Can we: fap- 
poſe a righteous God to inflict ſufferings upon any of 


his creatures wichout à caiſe? Or if the fin f 
Adam be the cauſe of any of the ſufferings inflicted 


on his deſcendants, does not this imply in the 
firongeſt manner that his deſcendants are, upon 
ſome: accormt or other, conſidered as pattakers of 


bis ſin ? Is it reaſonable to. fuppeſe that a righteous 


God involves them in the penal effect of this | fin, 

without their being at all concerned in the fin it- 

ſelf, which yet is the acknowledged cauſe of: theſe 

effects Pun Now all: that is pleaded for by thoſe 

that maintain the :doArine of original fin is, that as 
all mankind moſt :evidently»Jufte by-the- ſin of Adam, 
there muſt have. been ſome original conſtitution 
5 ſeuled by: God, in conſequence of which it is | right 
| E 73 | and 


. 


L 
and juſt that they ſhould ſo ſuffer. But that it mould 


be right for mankind. to ſuffer: judicially for the ſin 


of Adam, as it is certain they do, without, at leaſt, 
the imputation of that ſin to them, they look upon 
as totally inconcelvable. But then, by the impu- 
tation of Adam's ſin, they do not mean, that the 
great God ſuppoſes the poſterity of Adam to have 
aftually committed that fin, which we know is im- 
poſſi ble 3, but that Adam, who.: was, neceſlarity the 
natural head and root of his poſterity, was alſo, for 
wiſe and good reaſons, conſtituted their federal or 
covenant head, and that therefore the fin commit- 
ted by him in that capacity, by which he broke 
the coveriant made with him, became chargeable 
upon his poſteriiy. And is not this the evident 
language of ſeripture Do we not there read, that 
by une man in entered into the world, and death by iin, 
ant fo death paßed upon all men, for that, or more 
literally, Id WHOM, i. e. in Adam, all have finned ? 


That death reigned from Adam to Moſes, even over 


them that had not finned after the ſimilitude of Adam's 


tranſgrefion, i. e. had! not actually ſinned in their 


own perſons? That % oe man's offtnce death reigned: 
by one—thav by: theneffence of one, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation—that by one man's. diſobedience 


many Were: made ſinners— and that death is the wages 


of fin Now ſurely the meaning of theſe ſcriptures 
is very abvious, and the truth contained in then 
ealy to Be underſtobd, MC as reludtant \ we may 

be toi receive it. 
The ſufferings of children in confequenck of the 
0 of their vumediate Parents, appear to be a. re- 
B g mote 
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moe operation of the elgtabbsccheiibe ee 


to the {ft parent and all thai ſhould deſtend from 


him.! Nor is it in my opinion poſſible to account 
for this obvious fact, Inany: itlerable manner; upon 
any other ſuppofition. It is indeed oe of the 
greateſt intricacies im the ſubject of providence, that 
not only the happineſs but the moral condulꝭ of moſt 
rational Beings,” ſhoutd depend ſo much as it evi- 
dently does, in ten chouſand inſtances/ upon the 
good or bad behaviour of others It is a difficulty 
Which,” I believe, in the preſent dark ſtate, we 
malt never be able perfectly to ſolve. It is not 
hoWever a difficulty peculiar io any! ſe&: af Chriſ- 
fans, but which equally belongs to all who ac- 


knowledge the being and providence of God. And 


in“ the general, we have the utmoſtireaſon to! abe ſa- 
tisked that it is riglit iv ſhould: be im this reſpect as 
it 18, or that it certainly would be gtherwile; and 
that this method of proceeding is ſo over - ruled by 
the great governor of the world, that no one is 


really injured by it, or rendered more unhappy 


than he might or would have been under a different 
conſtitution.” And even with reſpect to the Adami- 
cal covenant, which is ſo often painted in the 


moſt horrid colours, is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
when we conſider the perfection of the firſt man's 


nature and the advantageous eircumſtances in which 
he was placed, that if we had been all preſent 


upon the occaſion, we ſhould have thankfully ac- 


cepted it and gladly ratified it P—=—It will be how - 

ever to little purpoſe to eomplain of this covenant 

mo becauſe. We have: b ak all of us, perſonally 
8 * finned, 


Poe te re 
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Grined, even after the exact ſimilitude' of Adam's 
tranſgreſſion. As he did that which he had power 
to withſtand, and yet falling juſtified his offence, 
rather than confeſſed it; ſo have we all in many 
things, times without number. 
But perhaps it will be ſaid: that though mankind 
Ne "conſequence. of Adam's fin, yet the ſufferings 
of this kind which they endure are not of à penal 
nature, but falutary medicines calculated to promote 
their ſpiritual health and happineſs, i To this it is 
natural to reply, even medicines ſuppoſe fichagſ and 
diſorder, for the whole need not a phyſician but 
they that are ſick. But not to inſiſt on this; what 
can be conceived of more abſurd than to f : 
bleſſings| of any kind communicated ta us in confe- 
quence of ſin ?." And if the calamities brought upon 
mankind by the fin of Adam be indeed of ca ofati. 
taty nature, how can e be ſaid to ſuffer by thei ſin 


of Adam Suffer !' No, we are .bendfited. * And if 


ſo, it would not only be hypocriſy, as the aüthor 
of the Appeal intimates, to pretend ta be ſemy for 
this fin, but it would be gtoſs ĩmpiety and ingratitude 
not to be thank ful.“ 


But 
„ 5, 2 1 len n nods eee e ebe lawn 

* In a little 8 3 entitled 4 amiay illuſtration of Certain 
paſſages o/ ſe 16 ripture, &æc * publiſhed 97 the author of eee. 
q meet with the following paſſage upon this ſubject. 

'& That mankind are conſiderable” ſu rent in Conſequence "of the | 
fall of Adam is not denied; but alf the evils Which Moſes ſpeci- | 
fies as affecting his poſterity on'that account, are of TT 
and temporal nature, ' viz. labor, pro; and © death: 

le: indeed, that the body being more ſubject to acta, 5 
mind may be more fetble, atid therefore more prone to comp 
ſome temptations; but! then it ſhould alſo be conſidered, that a 
fickly! conſtitutibn is favourable” to many virtties,” and re ſee 
that a ſlate of confirmed bealih is often N dan erous in a 
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But if the ſufferings of mankind in conſequence 
of Adam's fin be real evils, muſt we not allow 
eithet that Adam was conſtituted the federal, head : of 
us poſterity, or elſe, that God does a piece of injuf- 
tice for the preſent becauſe he intends ſomehow or 
other to make it up hereafter. That is, he does 
evil, that good may come. The moſt diſhonorable 
thought, perhaps, it is poſſible for us to enter- 
tainof the Divine Being; and for my own part, 
ſooner than I could admit ſuch a ſentiment, I ſhould 
embtace . Manchen, or, 1 had almoſt ſaid, 
” Atheifm. itſelf. & 08 333550 "*t 
Beſides, -are*'we. not phi; in "ape antes of 
Adam's fin, as well as expoled to à variety of exter- 
nal calamities And can we imagine this to be a be- 
neſit Can e look upon this as a /alutary, medicine ? 
Perhaps youell deny the fact, and inſiſt upon it that 
man when he is born into the world now, bears 
upom him as fair an impreſs of the divine image, as 
the firſt man When he came out of the hands of 
hid maker. That he is not born in the image or 
likenefs” e Pf" ay” 2 6 in _ bn 
15 3 


= reſpect: fo that upon the whole it is probable that eur 
e uon eke e Baar 
ds tb Fil. r. p. b a 
underſtanding make- TON We are 
ters g the fin of. Adam, and. we are, 
rer 135 all, but rather gainers- — Such is the 
[ demonſiration, o What is very im 
onal. divinity.— The character and abilities of 
„ moſt ſineerely and highly vener: 8 
5 ids. that, the. brighteſt inte llects are no ſecurit 
its of prejudice, and the ſlavery of fyſem. 
EY nichees taught that there are two rodterna/ e 
Be in a. each other, the one the author of alk 
e other of all g | | 
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image ot his God. But if ihis were really the caſe, 
muſt it not appear ſtrange ihiat amongſt all che: wil- 
lions of men that have: aver d ved no one ha vet ever 
Pn iw αnd˖it ill not be pretended 
that an ond ever has. If any mam ſay he has m0 
-Jinz: wer have apoſtolical / authority to. pronounce 
him a liar. Beſides, if any man is now born into 
the world in the image of God, hat reaſon can there 
be for his being bd GZ: ve are e 
preſsly HHured thin exctþt a a man, be ben 
again," born from àbò ve, born of the ſpirit, he gah- 
noe enter into the Aingdom ofHtaven. That oe: muſt 
be ſaved by the waſhing f regeneration, and dhe ge- 
newing of the Holy" Gift. And bp, whereby 
this ſpiritual waſhing is figuratively repreſented,ais 
accordinigly made the. initiating! ordinance af the 
Chriſtiam religion. And indeed What more natural 
ing itſelf, than that depraved parents ſhould; have 
depraved children? Can any man bring a clean 
ching out of an unclean? Deth any man expett to 
gather grapes from thorns ? And when, the hrſt 
man by his apoſtacy had totally diſordered the 


frame of his on mind, and, in a manner, dringen 
away his God from him, what reaſon can be aſ- 


ſigned why God ſhould return to him sgain, or in- 
ter poſe to prevent. the / natural. conſequences, of his 


apoſfacy with reſpect to his poſterity, ——but what 
is founded on his fred and ſousrigu merey eise 
however ſuppoſed that, in conſequence: of the oxi- 
„ ginal apoſtacy, : men are laid under any thing li] E 


2 natural or mechanical neceſſity of ſinning, but only 
"that: e are much more liable to ſin, and in leſs 
a ws AY advantageous 
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advantageous circumftarices for tlie. purſuit of holi- 
neſs than they would, poſſibly, have otherwiſe 
been. All men it is readily allowed might akt 
niuch better than they do, and will be accountable 
only for not acting, as they might» and ought to have 
done. And therefore, whatever; alteration- may be 
made in the flate of things by the fall, and whatever 
may be the immediate or remote Conſequences of it 
with reſpett tb any of the poſteritꝭ of Adam, We 
are aſſured that we ſhall all be judged at laſt decord 
ing to dhe deeds done in the body, whether they be 


good or Whether they" be evil. Ves, in chat tre- 


mendous day, every niouth ſhall be ff ohbed, and the 
"righteouſneſs of the: Kivi We be univer- 
any acknowledged. 

That man is hives, . the WI ki 
Preſent fallen ſlate, in ſuch. circumſtances us l 
certainly terminate in his utter deſtruction, if grace 


prevent not, is moſt clearly the dotttine of ſcrip- 


ture. We there read, that the ſon of man came to 
ſeek and to fave that which! was loft. ; That God ſo 
loved che world that he gave; his only begotten Son, 
that whoſvever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, 


but have everlaſting li ſe; plainly intimating that 
our not periſting is the fruit of God's love, and not 


vrhat we could in juſtice have claimed. That Adam 
Was 2 figure of Chrift, and that as death came by the 


offence of one, ſo life came by the rigiteoufueſs of the 


sther. And finally,\-that as the Wages of fin is 
death, ſo eternal life is the 25 0 we; free . of God, 
through. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. = 


GER ap cap without - — man to be in a a fallen 
ruined 
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ruined loft ſtate, were we ever ſo unable ts account 
for it, nothing can well be imagined 3 
cable or abſurd, than the ſeripture docttine af re 
demption and ſalvation © by the free grace of God 
trough Jeſus Chriſt. To tatk: of pardoninz & rebel: 
never attainted would not be more abſurd, than it 
is to talk of f ſaving finners that were“ never tot,cor re. 
deeming © thoſe that were never enflaved. Nor! is it 
more ridiculous and contraditory' to- tyle'- -that” 
an a& of grace which” is merely à piece of Juſtice 
than to pretend that the ſalvation of ſinners is by 


free grace, at the ſae time that we do not allow 


they would have been tft, if ; grace had not inter- 
poſed on their behalf. Ev 16 eee gt 


And after all, unleſs it cond be made to "appear 


that we are not guilty depruved creaturer, however we 


became ſo, it is of infinitely more conſequenee” 
to know how we miy obtain deliverance, than to be 
able with metaphyfical nicety to explain how we 


came to ſtand in need of it. And it is indeed & 


mercy not to be deſcribed; that whilſt we are af.\ 
ſured we have deftroyed oureluet, in God there is 


hetþ 5 and. — The "eat? pin reg GP e 
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This doctrine ſo efieftually'efirdys the pl of 
man, and ſo entirely aſtribes 4, the glory of his 
ſalvation to God, that it is not at all ſurp ing it 
ſhould meet with vchement oppoſition. The car» 


| nal mind, and alas ! is there not too much carnality 


in all our hearts? is enmity againſt God. The 
. bitterneſs 


. 4.1 


bitternels and rancor generally diſcovered in the 
oppoſition made to this doctrine, do, I. think, too 
plainly manifeſt from whence , that oppoſition pro- 
ceeds. Seldom, J fear, from a genuine. concern 
for the glory of. 000, but too often, , from a proud 
| concen ſor pur oe, It has, been, indeed, of late 
years, ſo, cuſtomary. to repreſent this doftrine in the 
moſt; ſhocking. colors, that I know. it will be very . 
difficult to gain the. leaſt attention; to any, thing that 
may be ſaid. in favor of a tenet ſo exceedingly un- 
popular. But I. hope, my dear, friends, you, Will 


for once ,;engeayor to lay aſide: vour prejudices, 


and, whatever may be YOur preſent. ſentiments. of, 
this . 38 at leaſt give it NA, and £2969, 
hearing? Made de Bluncd i ein as I 
„That Chriſtians are ſpoken, os; in Fig wand . 
God as having been - choſen, or elected of God, and 
that ram all eternity cannot be. denied. See {phe : 
is 4. Where the apoſlle Paul ſpeaks, of the believers, 
at Epheſus as having been choſen, an Chriſt before. the 
foundation of the world, And: 2 Tim. i. g, he ſpeaks 
of grace given to Chiriſtiuns in Chriſt Teſus, before the 
world began. It: is further, evident. that ſuch as 
are ſpoken of in ſcripture as choſen or elefied, of 
God from all eternity, are expreſsly ſaid to be 
choſen to ſalvation, and that they, Mall certainly, be 
Javed. See 2 Thefſ. ii. 13. We are bound to give 
thanks to God fon you, brethren, beloved of the 
Lord, becauſe God hath. from the beginning choſen 
288 fo ſalvation. And. Rom, viii. 29, 30. For whom 
ne did foreknqw, he ali, did predeſſinate o be 
conformed to. the image of his 8900, that he might 
be 
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among. many brethren, More- Z 
over, "whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called, 
and whom he, called, them he alſo juſtified, and 
whom he jullified, them he alſo gloriſied. See alſo, 
Joln vi. 3739. All that the Father giveth me, 
ſhall come to me, And this i is the will of him that 
ſent me, that of all which he hath given me, I 
ſhould Lo of nothing, but raiſe it up again at the laſt 
day. The ſcripture farther informs us very 
clearly, that ſuch as are choſen or elected to ſalvation, 
are not choſen from a foreſight of their faith, or re- 
pentance, or good works, but that they are choſen 
to be firſt holy, and then happy, and that they are 
choſen according to the good pleaſure of his will who 
Choſe them. See Eph. i. 4, where we are aſſured 
that God chuſeth his people not becauſe they were, 
or becauſe he foreſaw they would of themſelves be 
Holy, but that they ſhould be holy. And 1 Pet. i. 2, 
the apoſtle Peter ſtiles the people of God, elect ac- 
cording to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
ſanctification of the Spirit unto obedience. They 
are not choſen. becauſe obedient, but unto obedience 
here, as preparatory for glory hereafter. They are 
f not choſen to ſalvation, let them live as they liſt, 
as the enemies of this doctrine are for ever affirm. 
ing, but they are choſen unto holineſs as the means, 
and unto ſalvation as the end. And in Eph. i. 5, 6, 
the people of God are expreſsly ſaid to be predefli- 
nated to the adoption of children by Teſus Ch rift, accord- 
ing to the good pleaſure of his will and to the praiſe of 
the glory of this, grace. And 2 Tim. i. 9. they are 
faid to be ſaved" and called. with- an holy calling, 
not according to their eee but 7 MORE to his 
| C _ own 
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own n purpoſe and grace, Which Wa 
; Chriſt Jeſus before the world began. 
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Now what ſhall we ſay to theſe things? Like it 
noble Bereans, let me carneſtly recommend it to 


you to fearch the ſcriptures, that you may be able 
impartially to judge for yourſelves, whether thele 


things are or are not as they have now been repre- 
ſented to you. Indeed, to an unprejudiced mind I 


ſhould think it muſt appear as clearly, that the 
writers of the New Teſtament and particularly the 
apoſtle Paul, were Predeſtinarians, as that the wri- 


ter of the Appeal i is, and glories in being a Socinian ie 


And after all the frightful pictures which have 
been drawn of this doctrine, what is the ſum of it, 


but —let him that gloneth glory in the Lord ? Pride 


was the root of the apoſtaſy, and the whole ſcheme 
of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt ſeems therefore to be ad- 
mirably calculated to eradicate and deftroy this evil 


accurſed temper. Are any ready to bo of what 


they are, or what they have done? They are 


taught rather meek ly and thankfully to ſay, by "the 


grace of God I am what J am. Inſtead of being ſut- 
fered to boaſt, they are addreſſed in this nünibtipg 


ſtrain. + Who maketh tice to _ differ from another ? 
And what haſt thou that thou 2 not receive Now, 


of thou didſt receive it, why We thou glory as if t Hou 
hadſt not received it? By grace are ye faves through 


faith, and that NOT OF YOURSELVES, it is the gift 


of God. Not of works, LEST "any man Jroild” boaſt, 
8 „„ one 
. Might! not 8 added, and a Enes and conſequently 


'a Predejtinavion ; riotwithſtandingall the: hideous repꝛeſentations he 
may think proper to make of the Caltiniſic predeſtination ? See 


Mr. Jon Palner's Letters to the Author 6n this ſubje&;—upon 
' awhich 1 confeſs I feel myſelf tempted to fay—Out of thy own 


mouth wy I condemn thee. 
a Cor. iv. 7 .—Eph. ii. 8.—Rom, xi. 5, 6. 
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And again, even fo then at this preſent time a ſo, there 
4 4 remnant. according to the, election of grace; 
and if by grace, then it is no more of works, otherw ife 
grace is no more grace; but if it be of works, then it is 
no more grace, otherw ife work is no more work, 

But it will be faid perhaps, what becomes of 
the reprobate, the non-eleft & And the old, queſtion 
will be aſked, did God make men to damn them ? 

T anſwer, if God fore. kneu whatever comes to 
paſs, and there are any of the human race damned, 
then God did moſt certainly make men that he fore- 


knew would be damned. There is no poſſibility of 


avoiding this concluſion, but either by a flat denia! 
of the fore-· knowledge of God, or elſe by affe, ling tie 
abolute univerſality of final falvation, The author of 
the Appeal. ſays indeed very peremptorily that “ a 
good and merciful God would have put a ſtop to 
the propagation of ſuch a race of creatures, rather 
than ſuffer them to be born in ſuch ſhocking cir- 
cumſtances, in which he infallibly foreſaw, that 
the greateſt part of them muſt be expoſed to, and 
even actually ſuffer remedileſs deſtruction. But 
whatever be the final fate of the greateſt part of 
wankind, this writer ſhould have remembred it 
is not altered by a denial of the doctrine of predeſ- 
tination. Whether this doctrine be true or falſe, 
the righteous only. ſhall, be /aved, and the unrighteous 


| ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. And whe- 


ther the greateſt part of mankind will be found at 
the day of judgment, in the former claſs, or in 
the latter, the preceſtinarian has no other rule to 
judge by than the reſt of his fellow Chriſlians, who 
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may be enemies to. this doctrine. 17 therefore it 
be allowed that God foreſaw what would be the final 


Hate of his creatures, then, whatever that ſtate may 


be with reſpeft. to the greateſt or the ſmalleft part 
of them, it is an undeniable fact, that with a fore- 
Gght of this, he was pleaſed to permit t their being 


introduced into the world, and not to put a Hop to 
their propagation. The fact itſelf is not at all 21. 


feed by one bypothelis more than another, and 
if there, be ever ſo great a di ifficulty in accounting 
for it, it is a difficulty that belongs as much to the, 
ſecinian as the predeſtinarian. 

And even with reſpe& to the the means of Jalvation, 
it is undeniably evident that they are not equaily 
diſtributed, The goſpel is ſent to one nation and 
not to another, a zealous faithful miniſter israiled 
up to preach the goſpel in one place, and not in 
another; ſome are providentially brought under 


the miniſtry of the goſpel, and not others, There 


is a fourreign variety indeed in all the divine diſpen- 
ſations, in thoſe of nature, providence, and grace. 
All have not an equal ſhare with others of reaſon, 
of wealth, and other natural enjoyments, nor even of 
moral and ſpiritual advantages. The goſpel, we 
know, was ſent to Chorazin end Bethſaida, and not 


7 to Tyre and Sidon; and yet, what may perhaps 


be thought more aſtoniſhing ſtill, it was known that 
the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon would have im- 
proved this privilege if they had enjoyed it, and that 


: the inhabitants of Chorazin and Bethſaida would only 


aggravate their condemnation” by the abuſe of it. 
If it ſhould be ſuppoſed that thoſe who have not 


L 29 1 


the goſpel ſent to them, are yet in as fair a way for 
ſalvation. without it, what diſtinguiſhing, favor can 
there be in having the goſpel, or how can the abuſe 
of it aggravate our guilt and condemnation ? Now 
if all theſe and ſuch like things come to paſs accord- 
ing to the -foreknowledge of God, there muſt be, in 
ſome reſpect or other, a deſign that they ſhould ſo 
come to paſs: for however caſual and accidental 
we may ſuppoſe theſe events to be in themſelves, 


yet if God -foreknows them, he certainly would by 


fome means or other prevent them, if he did not, 
upon the whole, think it proper to permit them to 
toke place. The great Cod acts, moſt evidently, 
in a fovereign way in the ciſtribution of his free 


favors,” That is, according to the grod pleaſure of 


his own will, Not from caprice and humor, or to 
oratify an arbitrary diſpoſition, as the enemies of 
this doctrine wilt have it we ſuppoſe ;——— (no, far 
be it ſrom us to entertain ſuch impious thoughts 
of our God!) — but he acts, we have no doubt, 


from -reafons the moſt juſt and wiſe, though to us 


unknown And it would be happy were we more 
diſpoſed to remember, that our not knowing the tea- 
ſons of the divine conduct, differs Wy from the 
great God's acting without reaſon. | 5 

But inſtead of conſeſſing our own ignorance, 
ind humbly leaving ſecret things to him to whom 
they belong, ſhall we fly in the face of our Maker, 
and arrogently ſay unto him, what doſt thou? Or, 
becauſe we know not how to reconcile the mode 


of proceeding which the great God is pleaſed to 


wake uſe of, to our narrow conceptions of things; 


C 3 ſhall 
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01 


ſhall we raiſe a violent outcry, and talk of the docs 
trine of predeſtination, which is ſo clearly taught 
in the bible and fo exactly correſponds: with the 
actual diſpenſations of providence and grace, as 
making God worle than the devil ? It really . makes 
me tremble when I think with what indecent rage, 
and in how very unguarded a manner, many ſeri- 
ous, but, as I verily believe, miſtaken perſons, 
have expreſſed themſelves upon this ſubje&. - The 
. wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of 
God. And indeed, were the doctrine to be calmly 
and candidly conſidered, what occaſion would there 
be for ſuch a violent and outrageous oppoſition to it, 
even though it ſhould not be true P —— Does the 
doctrine of reprobation ſuppoſe God to be the au- 
thor of ſin? No. Does it ſuppoſe. that any are re- {| 
probated who yet did all they could to obtain ſalva- 4 
tion, and would have eſcaped that awful doom if 
they poffibly could? No, It ſuppoſes that none are 
reprobated but on the account of wilful fin, or ſuch 
as, it was. foreſeen, would moſt juſtly deſerve the 
wrath, to which they were therefore appointed. 
Does it ſuppoſe that all the reprobate wall be dealt 
with alike in the day of retribution ? No. It ſup- 
poles that for ſome it will be more tolerable in that 
day than for others. That all will be judged accord- 
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ing to the diſpenſation under Which they lived, the | 
privileges they enjoyed, and the improvement they 1 
i made of them. That ſuch as * have finned without Y 
| law, Mall alſo periſh without law, and that as many 43 
as have ft biomed in the law, ſhall be judged by the law. "4 

Finally, 5 

* Rom. ii. 12. i, | 


L 
Finally, does this.doArine ſuppoſe. that God. makes 


men to damn them? Certainly it does not. Re- 
probation is grounded ſolely on the foreſighit of fin, 


and is governed in its effects by the different degrees 


of guilt. + And 10 ſuppoſe: that the doctrine of 


reprobation implies that am one man would have 
repented and been ſaved, if by the decree of re- 
probation he had not been prevented, is one of 


the groſſeſt fallacies that can be impoſed upon 


the human mind. God delighteth not in the death 
of a ſinner, but had rather, that he ſhould repent 
and live, yea, would have all men to be ſaved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. And 
therefore he hath done as much to prevent their 
death, in all his diſpenſations, as was conſiſtent with 
his infinite wiſdom and that he has not done what 


he knew would be efefiual-for the ſaluaiion of all, 


or done as much for ſome as he has for others, is 
by no means to be attributed to his delighting in the 


death of a ſinner, any more than it can be attributed 


to his delighting in # 1 which we are certain he 


abhors. 75 11 23 iy 4900 4 tins 5[ a4 ++ ® 
Nevertheleſs, the 45546 Ood * 8 to givè to his 


apoſtate creatures, (not his! innocent offspring as 'the 


author. of the Appeal, would' ſuppoſe mankind to 
be,) one, two, five, or ten talents, as it pleaſeth 
him; and as may beft anſwer his infinitely wiſe, and 
good deſigns, in his moral government of the uni- 
verſe. Now ſhall the man that has but one talent 
reflect upon his God "becauſe he did not give him 
two talents, and tell his Maker that if he had given 
im two dens as Wy as his "8jghbors, he ſhould 

1 & ; 2:13 24: then 


. * 1 a 2 
— — VOIR „ _ 


— ʒ——4 — — 2 


r 
r ——. Sn. = %2- = 
.... ———. — 
4 .— — 3 — 
2 
= — * — — — — g 


4: 
BYY 2 
L 


— ay — 


— 
-_ 


= — RY 4. 
— 4 = — 1 — 
— * 42 a 2 — 
— N' , PSF": if ET 7- 
mg + "61 . 2 MT ol. A 
2 r 3 22 - oa 4 — 


— 
— — 
—— — ͥ nA — 


— 9 


= 


> RA me 7 


1 — - 
— — ——— — 


— 
— 6 


| 
ö | 
| 
1 

| 


7 . S. -"_- 
CE nn 22 
32A fn — — — 
—— — 

— * - * 


1 0. 


chin have been efefiuglly ſaved . and ithatlit. is plain 


he made him merely to damm m, or elſe he would 
have given him as many talents as he gave to ſome 
others, as great a chance of ſalvation as any of the 
reſt of his fellow creatures & Ot ſhalli>zthe man that 
has ve talents complain that he has not ten, or the 
man that has ten, reflect upon his God for giving 
him ſo many, which he foretned would be the 
means of aggravating his condemnation 7 — Phe 
obvious anſwer: to ſuch impious -arrogance” would 
be;4-fhall I not do what I will Wich my own Is 
it not ſufficient that none of you are unjured, except 
by your own fin and folly, that you all have in 
every teſpect more than you deſerve, and that you 


are to give an account. at laſt of no more than you 


have freteived ? . With reſpect to the popular 
gutcry of God's creating men to damm them; it is 
certain that neither this, nor even the falvation of 
men, is to be conſidered as the ultimate defign® of 


1 [ I Fs 72 any 
1 / T edt ei ior 
941 * * 23 ; it 1 414 4 * * 43 1 28 47 4 44 3, 


2 6 The learned in our day will have us to think, that hap» 

ineſs, mere happineſs, is the ultimate 3 and , object of the 
diving dn. K. 5 But whatever rebfon there 18 to expett the 
happineſs of che Juſt, there 43 na ground to believe, that God, 
will make bad men happy, They confidently affrm, that a 
being completely happy 16 hinfelf; * cbuld bave no othe? end in 
bringing creatures into ekikences than to make, them happy. 
But this is unpardonable raſhneſs, For if F the ſole end of bringing 
ercatures into being, was to make them hoppy, then they could 


not be ain ry a, f ent; becauſe the Su 
Maler Seud wes A te of his end in 888 580 


reme 
5 "= oc o far one moment 81 2 time Plaus formed by beings 


of limited capacit ay fail in the xecutiq n; but no de fect can 
Siu. 75 dick . ele andefftspding f is infinite, and whoſe 
power is without controul. This nnn therefore, muſt 
be fundamentally wrong : 
An writings or his gabi, td tale an Walon ct Tre 
put for the ſame thing; for this reaſon, that ſubordinate ends 
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in 1 any of the divine diſpenſations, but both the one 


; and the other only as ' ſubordinate” parts of the grand 
ne drama, if I may ſo expreſs it, of God's moral go- 
= 4 vernment of the world, and' deſigned to promote 

b = \ 1 0 „ Ye rms end an. Za io ts e \ 
ae - | that one capital end. LTR GOR or Gov, the 
1 | glory 

5 1 Nals F ; 3%; £23 8 
8 are of the nature of means, that are dro d or purſued : 
ve . with a view only to the ultimate end; which therefore is the 
15 ſole end in every juſt plan. Common ſenſe will hardly autho- 
12 |: rize weak mortals to fix the ultimate end, and object of the 
d 5 divine government ; but the TENOR poſlible "increaſe of moral 
. worth, ſeems; beft! to correſpond to appearances”; and; to the 
w 4 dignity of the Supreme Ruler ; and Propanly was meant, in the 
ot 5 lat age, by the glory of God, and is now exchanged for the ib. 
| neſnof the creature, by thoſe who favor a more lax, theology ; the, 
n tendency of which error is, to bring down virtue to-the rank © 
u a mean, or ſubordinate end, the place it ahyays held with 
| hypocrites and yillaips, of all kinds, who, regard it no farther 
it. than ſerves their-parpole. Sn oo 55 e 
* They argue, that every good parent would de every thing, 
5 to the utmoſt ſtretch of his power, to make his children happy; 
8 that there is ſcarce a man poſſeſſed of fo little goodneſs, who, if 
f he had the power, would not make every one ho exiſted, and 
every one eſpecially whom he brought into exiſtence, as happy 
f as he could make them; and hence”? conclude pereinptorily, that 
ke who exceeds all other beings. in goodneſs, will do every 
y thing poſſible. to make his creatures happy. This, it mult be 
Þ owned, has àa lpecibus appeärance, and is e tremely flattering iz! 
and no wonder it ſhould be greedily ſwallowed. But, this is 
5 nothing other than reaſoning, and a ſpecies too of reaſoning 
C that is apt to miſlead ; for it is indeed what Lord Bolingbroke: 
b calls making God after the image of man: and, what is worlt 
1 | of all, this fine reaſoning, like many other productions of that 
y faculty, is contrary: to fact, and to all our ideas of abſolute. per». 
jd tection, For it is plain, God doth not all that is poſſible to be 
6 done, to make all his creatures happy; and therefore the hap- 
> pineſs of the' creature could not be the ultimate end and object of 
$ his government. 5 og | R 
% „Could we ſuppoſe, that the love of his creatures "exceeded; 
4 his love of juſtice, we might think he would make juſtice yield 
; and give way to the happineſs of his creatures. But this ſuppo- 
a . fition is horrid; and whatever, through the influence of ſelf- 
̃ love, men may think in their own particular caſe, it is impoſſible 
N for a man of ſenſe to entertain this judgement of the divine ad- 


miniſtration”, öè] 4a Bp | 8 4 x, 
Ofcald's Appeal to Common Senſe, vol. ii. b. 32 
See allo Doddridge's Lectures, p. 113. Schol. 4+ 


4 


glory of all the. divine perfections. Or, if yau.. 
chuſe to haue it exprefſed,. more philoſophigally, tp. 
Promote, the goal f the whole,, Or, as I thinks iti belt. to 
ſay, to promote that end, whatever. it. be, which the. 
a "aye 6 | od knows to be moſt, ſſt and Proper e be upon 


Md 


| "That the great God could have effectually ved 
| all mankind, if he had ſeen fit ſo to do, cannot be” 
reaſonably. doubted. Nor is there "any... reaſon, to 
belieye, but that if i Räd been beft it ſhould Have 
bono ſch : he: ou: have done it. If it: had been 
really better,. more wiſe or more worthy of” G68, 


to heve granted to any of the reprobate gente, a. 


vantage than they have, doubtleſs. they would have. 


hack them. God does nothing by chance, or- at Ten- 


dem: but worketh all things! according . to the. oon 
of his own will, And till we are able to inform one” 
Maker how he might have done betler than he. has, 
it becomes us, inſtead of quarrelling with, his diſ- 
penſations, humbly to acquieſce i in all he hath don 
meekly. ſaying, eden W Father, for 'fa it, " femath® mY 
in thy fight —The inference! from the whole is this. 
Every man's ſalvation is off God, andof, his free 
diferiminating grace; and every man 's'dathnation is 
of and from himſelf. And were we to conſider the 
matter properly, inſlead of wondering that ſo many 
periſti, ard that God does nomore for them that 
2 we an rather wonder that 7 are . | 
pd 5 55 But 
* If Wake 2 1 1 7 the New, Teſtament, 
concerning this point, how: could the apoſtle Paul ſuppoſe it 
Lee to make ſuch an objection to it as he; mentions. Rom. ix. 
« Thou wilt ſay then unto gr why 4 i 1 Fo Sn * fer. who. 


hath-re „ a 
gfe 84 + Matt. xi. a ASS cl 2. 
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| can; ap ſuppoſes tha 
| naght and could have done, and that, on this ac- 


1 58 


TY «5 the SMI3Pof | the Appeal inſiſts upon it kia 


this #6 I's certainly a doctrine of licentiouſneſs, and 
"that let divines employ all the ingenuity they are 
"maſters Ef, it is impoſſible for them to clear this 
dockrinie from being the cauſe of fatal deſpair is 
ſome, and as fatal a fecurity'i in others.“ T 

I cannot pretend to account for the operations of 
another man's mind, but I am clearly of opinion, 
that it requires much more ingenuity to make good this 
aſſertion, than to prove that it has no foundation 
in truth to ſupport it.——How can the doctritte- bf 
election be a a licentious doctrine, When it ſuppoſes "the 
ele, cholen to holnef as the means, as much as to 
happineſs as the end Or how can the doctrine of 
 reprobation be a licentizus doctrine, when it ſuppoſes | 
the reprobate to periſh entirely on the actount of far? 
1t is far from ſuppoſing any decree "that they all 
lin in ſuch a manner and degree, and then be 


| damned for it; ' whereas, if it had not been for ſuch 


a decree, they would not have ſinned as they did, 
and conſequently would not have been damtied. 


Nor does it ſuppoſe that the reprobate ſiall be 


damned, do What they wif 9 or even do what they 
t t ey will not do What they 


count, they mall be puniſhed. If the divine fore- 
fig ht of their wilful impenitence, of their filling up 
te meaſure of their 1 be ſuppoſed to fail, 


| . decree built upon it "mult of courſe fail” Mo, 
How | 3 dan it it be Pretended that the d6Aritie of 


11 | "eleftl 
tt =. 1 ppeal, page ail. BATHE ene 
7 Do not theſe 57 8 equally lye againſt the doctrine or 


Nxckssirr, of which the Author of the A is ſo zealous a 
patron ? 
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n and reprobation, leads | to  licentiouſneſs Does | 
it lead to licentiouſneſs to ſay none but renewed 7 
holy fouls ſhall be ſaved, and all impenitent unkoly 3 
finners, ſhall be damned ?, if it dogs, then this i is a $ 
licentious doctrine Indeed; but, if not, ſurely it 
muſt be allowed that whether true or falſe, it is | 
nevertheleſs, a dofrine according to godlineſs. . 
But it leads to de e pair ? | 1 aſk, how? Why, I 
ſuppoſe, becauſe it is 27 ible for a man to be ſo ab- 
ſurd ; and impious, as to ſay, « if I am not e&d,. do 
whatever 1 will, 1 ſhall not- be faved, and there- 
. fore Il not concern myſelf about falvation.” But 
_ ſuppoſing a man to act upon this principle, : andin 
conſequence of it to abandon himſelf to all manner 
of wickedneſs ; how eaſy would it be for a fellow 
creature to, convict and confound him? And with 
how, much (greater eaſe may we ſuppoſe, the great 
God who knows all things, able to de it ? Might 
it not with. propriety be ſaid to ſuch a man It was 
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impoſſible for thee to know thou waſt not elected, 
and therefore thy. not being elected could hot have any 
influence upon thy condutt. However, knoy, .thou 
art condemned, not becauſe thou, wall not elecked, but 
becauſe; thou haſt wilfalſy and wickedly abuſed” the 
privileges granted, thee; and thy miſery thou wilt 
find e e to thy guilt?! Ki! farmer * as 


897 


* that. ho ſhall, be $3 of Ane hs objeftion_ ſeems 
the more abſurd from an oppo er of the calviniſlic 
dodtrines, becauſe no man can ever be ſure of ſal- 


vation, upon any other Plan, till he is actually 
ſaved; 


15 
LAY. 
7, 


will give you reſt ; 


7 37 ] 


ſaved, whereas the Calviniſt profeſſes to believe, 


that wherever a good work of grace is begun in the 
ſoul, it Mall be compleated. And ſuppoſing a 
poor ſinner to be really concerned about the ſalvation 
of his ſoul, what diſcouragement can he meet with, 
at bis firſt ſetting out any, more than in his Narr 
progreſs, from the doctrine of election? Does the 
doctrine of election contradict the invitations and 


promiſes of the goſpel ? When Chriſt lays, Come 


unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I 
and him that cometh unto me, I will 
in no wiſe caſt out = does the dofrine of election 


teach us to put in, F ye are elected ? No, my bre- 


thren 1 : the doctrine of election leaves theſe and all 
ſuch like paſſages of ſcripture in their full force and 
meaning, not throwing | one grain of diſcourage- 
ment in the way of any one contrite awakened 
finner.. All the doctrine of election does in this 
caſe i is this; when the finner is brought ſavin;, ly to 
Chriſt and created anew in him, it teaches him to 
aſcribe it, not to himſelf, but unto God and his 
free grace, It teaches him to conclude, that had 


he been left entirely to his own will he would 


never. have come to Chriſt, but have obſtinately 


continued eſtran ed from him. In ſho1t,, it teaches 


him to "conclude, with the apoſtle Paul, that ® t 25 not 


of him that willeth nor 97 him that runneth, but of God. 


that freweth mercy. That is, that none do effectu - 
ally will nor run of themſelves, but that ſuch as 
are made willing are made 0 f in the day of divine 
power, "ny have reaſon therefore | 10 ry out, not 

3 en EE 8 Ne unt o 
e * Rom, ix: 16. » 


* 


— 


*% 8 * * 


— — 


— 


— 
my 


. a 
2 — . 


r — 


— a 4 ,- _ — 2 
= — —— — „ 1 , 
OO I Is — 2 "I 2 r 
— — * ” + -m- 4 ned * - _ *4 
— _—_— — A D 8 — 
„ Cn —— = —_— 5 
4 YL 2 —_ 
. — 2 » 
— 


WE 
unto us, not unto us, but ul thy name be all 
the glory. | 


Nor can 8 of election lead any to 2 fa- 


tal te curity, any more than to de eſpat?. What ſecu- 
ty rity does this dottrine f give toa man that loves pd 


ee in fin? The ele&. of God are choſen unto go” 


dience, 2nd through fan: Acation of the Pur ib: : how 
then can any that are prevailingly unholy, have 
the leaſt evidence of their being elected? 

Upon the whole, whether you receive this doc- 


7 
A 


trine or reject it, it may be proper for you to bear 
in mind the following obſervations concerning * 
It does by no means make any one man more n- 
ful or more miſerable, than he would have been 
otherwiſe, It alters not the cauſe or reaſons of men's 
periſhing. It adds: not to the number of thoſe that 
are ſuppoſed to periſh. And therefore the predeſti- 
narian may, with juſt as much propriety as the So. 
ciniah, become the father of children.“ All that 
can be fairly ſaid of this doctrine is, that i it ſuppoſes 
what is plainly matter of fakt, that the great Cod, 
who is good to all and whoſe tender mercies are 
over all his works, for infinitely wiſe but to us un- 
known reaſons, does more for the ſalvation of ſome, 
than of others. That he does. what he "Laws will be 


Hectual for the lalvation of ſome, but that he leaves | 
others in ſuch a ſtate as he knows will © terminate, 


through their own fault, in perdition. And that 
ke cannot be ſuppoſed to act in this manner by 
chance but deſign. That he calls howeve none to an 
account but for the abuſe of privileges ſpon actually 
f * 

* See de Appeal, page 11. 
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enjoyed, ang for not doing what, it was, rig ly it 
in him to require them 10 do. In ſhort, it only 


ſuppoſes the ahſolute united fore knowledge\, o, Gods 


and that God has ſome deſign in what, he 9985» 


That; this deſign, neyertheleſs, is not to circumvent, 


enſnare, or deal in any reſpe& unjuſilʒj or unkindly 
with any of his creatures, but ſo to conduct hin 
ſelf with reſpect to them all, them that are ſaved 
and them that periſh, as may beſt ſerve. to, pro- 


moie, as I have beſore obſerved, his own gl or 


that end, whatever it be, that is,malt worthy 10 be 
promoted, and from which the groate good will be 
ultimately derived,  _- cet 

Nor can this doQrine 8 a. denied, 


how mad ſoever men may be in their oppoſiuion to 
it, unleſs we deny, as the candid will. allow, tha 
fore-knowledge'of God. And yet, to deny the ſore- 


knowledge of Gad, what is it, in its apparent 
canſequences, but i deny, I bad almoſſ ſaid, the 
exiſtence of a God ? For if you take away the ab- 
folute unlimited preſcience of Cod, you have a, God 
that is liable every moment to be diſappeinted in 


his intentions, ſurpriſed with unerpebled occur- 


lences, and confounded in his wiſeft ſchemes. And 


even then, before any advantage is gained in this 


argument by the denzal-of God's preſcience, we 
mult ſuppoſe, what appears to me impious in the 
higheſt degree to ſuppoſe, that sf God had foreknown 


how things would have come io pals, he would have © 
afted otherwnfe than he has done. 


The author of the Appeal bas a hint upon thi 
difrine of perſeverance, which, like all the other 
„ docttines, 


. 
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- dofrines, he levels with a troke, He aſks, „ What 


reaſon the apoſtle Paul had to exhort Chriſtians to 
take heed left they ſhould fall, 1 Cor. x. 12.“ when 


none that ever did ſtand could poſlibly fall ?“ The 
anſwer to this, and every ſuch queſtion, is ready, 
Becauſe taking heed is as much the appointed means 

of 'Chriflians. not falling, as their not falling is the 


appointed end to be anſwered by thoſe means. And 
that a man ofundetſtanding and candor, (and ſuch Iam 
very ready to ſuppoſe the author of the Appeal to be,) 


ſhould be capable of deluding himſelf with ſuch ſu- 


perficial reaſoning as that which is grounded on the 


ſuppoſition of the means not being connected with the 
1 is really aſtoniſhing. | 


Bout I may be thought, 8 to have ited 
0 proliæ upon this metaphyſical ſubject already, 


and muſt not therefore enlarge. Nor ſhould I have 
ſaid ſo much upon it, but that I have long been 
convinted the doctrine of election and reprobation 


is à doctrine which has been ſomehow or other 


ftrangely - miſrepreſented; 'and very little underſtood ; 


and it appeais to me, that the humble reception of it 
would have the happieſt influence upon the tem- 
pers and lives of ſincere Chriſtians. There are 
however, Jam ſenſible, many eminent and amiable 


Chriſlians who have ſtrong prejudices againſt this 
un popular notion. And perhaps they may find it 
difficult to admit me to their Chriſlian friendſhip, 


becauſe J have attempted a defence of it. But 


whatever may be their ſentiments of me, 1 do from 


the bottom OY Man embrace all of them, with 
; | 5 the 


„ Should not the 1 of the A b, as a ee 


anſwer this queltion himfeli. 


el] 


the ſincereſt affetion, as my fellow - Chriſtians 


and brethren in the Lord; and, conſcious of my 
own fallibility and many imperfections, am ready 
to ſay; whereunto we have attained, let us walk by 
the [fame rule, let us mind the ſame thing. It is 
not long ere that happy day will arrive, when 
every error ſhall be chaſed away, and Wwe fhall all 
| ſee as we are ſeen and know as we are known, * - 
In the mean time, it is a ſincere pleaſure to me 


to think that many of my fellow chriſtians who 


may not approve of what I have ſaid concerning 
election, will yet cordially harmonize with me in 
what I may offer under the next 1 to be un 
of, which is 


. 
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Few Chriſtians are trithery ase güde with the 

many unhappy debates there have been in the Chriſ- 

tian ogg e r age, be. rn this Apa gh ſab- 
omn_ 


Some, acknowledging. tlie divinity of Chrill, hace 
denied his proper iumanity, ſuppoling that he only 


_ aþpearetd as a man but was not- 7e ſo. —— Others; 

denying” his divinity, allow Him to have Bad only 
humanity, making him, as the author of the Appeal 
does,' a mere man, the ſame kind of being with ours 
ſelves, and no more. Others sgain, not able to fe- 
concile either of theſe” vpinidhs "with "the ſcripture 
 ace6tht'ef the Savior, take thiddle \ way, and ſup- 
poſe the Lord Jes Cr it to habe be en a con found 


eig, neither Ged nor Man abſolutely, but a beirg 


* Wrerrtens, made up of a human body, united, not 
1 D 3 to 


| 
'Þ 
| 
; 
| 
: 


— A — 
— — * 


5 
* 

9 

q 

14 
ö N 

[ 

4 

ö 


2 — 3 1 
ö eg 


£09" el 
1 


FI 
— — 
— 


{ 


© 9 — 


1 

4 

i} 

. 

iu 

"i 
N 


— 
— XS 


— I. 


r 


to a human ſoul, but to a ſuperangeiic ſpirit, And 
theſe opinions bave been compounded and ſubdi- 
vided into many lefſer and ſubordinate ones. 
Nou it is very certain that theſe contradictory opinions 
cannot be all true, nor all taught in the word of 
God. And yet, without ſome appearance of truth 
to ſupport them, how can we account for it upon 
che principles of candor and charity, that ſuch con- 
trary tenets ſhould be held, by thoſe who all profeſs 
to receive the bible as the common rule of their faith, 
and the only ſtandard of their religious ſentiments ? 

It is not ſurely improbable, that each of theſe tenets 
may contain ſome truth as well as falſhood, and that 


from them all, the whole truth, as it is revealed to 


us in God's word, may be fairly colle&ted, 

The firſt opinion allows the divinity of Chriſt, 
and we may ſuppoſe is fo far true; but denies his 
humanity, and therein appears to be erroneous. For 
if Chriſt was not a real man, how ſhall we be able 
to prove there ever was, or now is any ſuch being 
in the world ? He appeared as a man, he is called a 
man, he endured bodily hunger," thirſt, pain, was 
grieved in ſhirit, wept and rejoiced; and if, not- 
withſtanding all this he was not a real man, what 


proof can we bring that there is any ſuch being 


now in exiſtence ? * Chrift being made by the 


; immediate hand of God, and not born in the uſual 


courſe of generation, is no reaſon (as the author of 


the Appeal very juſtly obſerves,) for his not being 


conſidered as a man, for then Adam muſt not have 
been a man,” But yet the perſons who entertained 


this notion concerning Chriſt, knew not how ta 


reconcile 
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reconcile the idea of his real humanity with that of 


his proper divinity, and therefore, being fully con- 


vinced of his divinity, were led to e his hu- 
manity was only phantaſial or in appearance. | 
The ſecond opinion is exactly che reverſe of glide, | 
It ſuppoſes the humanity, of Chriſt to have been real, 
and ſo far is true; but denies his divinity, inſiſting 
upon it that he was a mere man and no more, that he 
had no exiſtence till born of the virgin; and therein, 
it appears from ſcripture to be falſe. 2 ini £0 
Could a mere man that had no exiſtence till he 
came into this world, have ſaid of himſelf, with any 
truth or propriety, what Chriſt ſays of himſelf ? 
* Before Abraham was J am. I came forth from the 


' father, and am come into the world, again, I leave the 


world and go to the father. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
ROOT and offspring of David, the bright and morning 
ſtar. Father, glorify me with the glory I had with thee 
before tie world began! Surely this is ſtrange. lan- 
guage for a mere man to make . uſe of concerning 


| himſelf, and the bible muſt be a., prodigtoufly figura- 


tive and an amazingly. obſcure. book, if all theſe ex- 
preſſions in it are to be accommodated to a mere 
man. But this is not all. We read in ſcripture:that 
Chriſt being in the form of God, took upon him the 
form of a ſervant, Now theſe expreſſions ſeem 
naturally to intimate, that the form of a ſervant was 
a form that did not originally belong to him, but a 
form which he voluntarily aſſumed. Vet, if he was 


no more than a mere man, what form but that of a 


ſervant could belong to him; or with what pro- 
priety 


* John viii. 58.—xvi, 28. Rev. i. 8.—xx11. 16. John xyii. 5; 
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priety could he be repreſented” as taking this form 


upon him, and his doing ſo be mentioned as an in- 
ſtance of his humility ? If he was no more than a 
mere man like ourfelves, and had no exiſtence till born 
of the virgin, how could he be in the form of Cod 


antecedently to his taking upon him the form of a 


ſervant? which yet he is expreſsly ſaid to have been. 
And if even the words in this paſſage of ſcripture, 
he "thought it no robbery to be equal with God, were to 
be rendered he did not thin of the robbery of being 
equal with Ged; can any thing be more ſtrange, 
than to have it urged as an example of humility, and 
a pattern for our imitation, that Jeſus Chriſt being a 


mere man, and very well knowing himfelf to be no 


more, did not think of ſuch at impious robbery as 
being equal wit God? Let us fee how the apoſtle's 
reaſoning will run upon this ſuppoſition. Look" not 
every man on hus O wN THINGS, hut every man alſo on 
the things of others. Let this mind be in you which was 
alſo in Chrift Fefus ; who" being a mere man like your- 
ſelves, not an angel or like any ſuper-angelic being 
but a mere man, was Far from thinking of ſuch an im- 
pious robbery as being egitul with God, but made fimſelf 
of no reputation, that is, gave up what he never had, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant; it never hav- 
ing been put to his option whether he would be of 
any other form, this being the 'only form which as 
a mere man could poſubly belong to him. Becauſe 
Chriſt being à mere man did not aim to be 4 God 
which he had no right to, tHerefore' do you learn not 
to look ofi your own things, nor to inſiſt on what 
you „av: a W tO this the SUE of the 

| | F > "21 © "I 


1 
great apoſtle Paul? At the feet of Gamaliel, and in 
the ſchool of inſpiration, did he learn to reaſon after 
this manner ? Let him ſpeak for himſelf. And his 
language is, * Let this mind bei in you which wa 
allo in Chriſt Jeſus ; who being in the form of God, 
3 it not robbery to be equal with God + but made 


himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a ſervant. The ſame apoſtle, in another 


place, + repreſents the grace and love of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt as ſtrikingly cxetnplified, in that though 
he was rick before he came into this world, yet for 
our fakes he became poor, that we through his poverty, 
might be rich. But how abfurd would this paſſage 


| be upon the ſuppolition of Chriſt's being but a mere 
man like ourſelves ?” Ye know the grace of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, how that though he was not an 


angel ora ſuperarigetic being bat a mere man, and 


conſequently before he came into the world not 
only had nothing to ſoſe but had not even exiſtence, 
yet, for your Jakes, he became, having never been 


cotherwiſe, poor, that ye, through his poverty, which 


he could not help, might be rich. More aſtoniſh- 
ing ſill, upon the ſuppoſition that Chriſt was a 


mere man, as the author of the Appeal peremptorily 


avers, are the words of the apoſtle John concern- 
ing him. In the beginning was the word, and the 


word was with God, and the word was God. The fame 


Was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
by him, and without him was not any thing made that 


was made, He was in the world, and the world was 
9 * ham, and the world knew: him not. And the 


word 
„ Phil. ii. 7 8 4 1 | OPS 
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word was made. fleſh, I and dwelt among. us, and we 
beheld his glory, the glory of the ONLY BEGOTTEN of 
the, Father, Full of grace and truth, Bow are 211 theſe 
things to, be reconciled, with the idea of Chriſt's 
being but A mere man ?——He had no beginning 
till he was born of the virgin about 1780 years ago, 


| and yet was in the beginning with God. He was a 


mere man, and yet abſolutely God. All things were 
made by him, and, without him, was. not an taing 
made that, Was made,: : and yet. he himſelf was made, 
and many millions of men and things were made 
before him. The world was made by ham, and yet 


the world Was made 4900, years, before him. The 


141 1 60 \4 


word that was in the beginning with God and was 
God, a made fleſh ; ; and yet Chriſt. was. not made 
and had no exiſtence, tit he was born of the Vir 


ein, and appeared in Ne 7 His diſciples beheld his 


glory as the glory of the only-begotten of the Father, 
whilſt he dwelt amongſt them; and yet he had ter 


no peculiar Rlory for them to behold, nor was he 


the only begotten ſon of God. till he had entitled him- 
ſelf to that dignity by his exemplary obedience, nor 
did he enjoy it till after his reſurrection from the 
dead. How theſe palpable contradictions may 
ſtrike your minds, my brethren, I cannot ſay. But 
for my pait, I ſreely acknowledge, that if I were 
once to ſuppoſe it poſſible the ſcriptures ſhould be 
thus glaringly inconfiſtent, 1 ſhould deſpair of learn- 
ing any one truth from them with any kind of cer- 

? : = | tainty 


This paſſage, with many beben of the like nature, the au- 
a of the he tells us, relates to God the Father only. O 
prejudice, how amazing is thine influence! See Familiar Ih 
luſtration, page 30. 
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tainty, W mould therefore. 7 — ready, with pr 


Rev. Mr. Venn, to commit my bible to the flames as 


an uſeleſs unprofitable book, how much ſoever the 
author of the Appeal might diveri Rim at the, 
ceremony. POSE 

The third opinion, endeayors to. 4 the abſur- 


dities of the two preceding ones, and ſeems to aim 


at compromifþ ng the matter by taking a middle way, 
The patrons of this hypotheſis acknowledge that 
Chriſt i is more than a mere man, that he had an exiſt- 
ence long before he came into the world, but that 
nevertheleſs he is not Cod, unleſs by, office or as an 
inferior God to the Father, nor yet ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, man, except only by his having a. human body. 
They ſuppoſe him to be an intermediate being be- 
twixt God and man, a ſuper- angelic divine Spirit 
united to a human Body. More than man, lefs than 
Cod. But plauſible as this ſcheme may appear to 
many, it will not ſtand the teſt of a ſcriptural exa- 
mination. It allows to Chriſt neither Deity nor 
humanity, but makes him a ſtrange myſterious com- 


Pound of both, and at the ſame time does not admit 


him to be, properly ſpeaking, poſſeſſed of, either. 
Now all thoſe paſſages of ſcripture which ſpeak of 
the humanity of Chriſt, do as. much contradict this 
notion of his perſon as thoſe which ſpeak of his Deity. 
Is Chriſt ſtiled a man of ſorrows and the man Chriſt 
Jeſus 3 and do we read that as by man came death 
by man came alſo the reſurrection from the dead ? 
Then certainly Chriſt was a real man or he would 
never, have been ſtiled ſo. But to conſtitute real 
and proper humanity, a human ſoul is as neceſſary as 

a human 
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a human body. And it is very evident Chriſt was 


as much poſſeſſed of the one as of the other. We 


read that his foul was exceeding ſorrowful even 
unto death, as well as that his body ſweat great drops 
of blood to the ground. He was then really man, 


not ſo in appearance only, or but partly ſo as having 


a human body, but truly and properly ſo, as much 
ſo, which the author of the. Appeal very juſtly ob- 
ſerves, as any of the Jews were, or as we ourſelves 


are. This half-way ſcheme, as Artaniſm may be | 


fitly called, will 'never reconcile the ſcripture ac- 

count of Jeſus Chriſt. There ſeems to be no room 
from ſcripture to doubt of the full and proper humanity 
of the Redeemer. The moſt material queſtions 
that can fairly ariſe upon this ſubjeR, are theſe two. 
Whether Chriſt be poſſeſſed of any other nature 
befides the humen P and, if ſo, what that nature is ? 
Now that Chriſt is poſſeſſed of another nature be- 
fides' the human, all thoſe paſſages which have 
been already mentioned, and which ſpeak ſo fully 
of his pre. exiſtence, clearly prove. The human u a- 
ture he poſſeſſed not till his incarnation, but he 
exited long before his incarnation, or, when the 
Jews ſaid to him thou art not yet fifty years old and 
haſt thou ſeen Abraham ? he would never have re- 
plied: As he did,— * Verily I fay unto you, before 4 


braham was, I am. The only remaining queſtion 


is, what nature Chriſt poſſeſſed before his incarna- 
tion, or who he was ANTECEDENT to his appearance 
in human nature. Whatever he was before, he then 
became alſo man, it is Bn | allowed, but the 


8 ; 98 turning. 
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turning point in this controverſy i is, who became man ? 
or, what nature did be poſſeſs before. he became 
man ? TOP” | 

In anſwering this queſtion, we have nothing. to 
do with the exaltation of Chriſt, ſubſequent to his 
incarnation obedience ſufferings and death, - and 
as the reward of his acquired merit, but are ſimply 
to attend to what is ſaid concerning him previous to 
his entrance upon the ſtage of mortality. In what- 
ever ſenſe he WAS afterwards abafed, he muſt cer- 
tainly be capable. of exaltation, And the mediato- 
Rial kingdom, which as Mediator he received, may 
undoubtedly be delivered up again. But the quel- 
tion Is, who was firſt abaſed and then exalted ? 
And were we to diveſt ourſelves of prejudice, 
How eakiy might we obtain fatisfa&ion upon this 
important and intereſting point! As bo the pre- 
exiltence of the human, foul of Chriſt, Which ſome 
very good men have warmly contended for, 1 
would beg leave to obſerve, that there ſeems little 
propriety | in calling a glorified ſpirit a human foul, 
which 1s ſuppoſed to have been created,” arid to 
have afted in a ſeparate ſtate, thouſands of years 
before it was united to a human Body; or, if we 
ſhould allow of this, it is certain that many paſſages 


"of. ſcripture, which ſpeak of the pre exiſtence of 
Chrift; cannot be underſtood as referring to the 
| pre-exiſtence of his human foul, but muſt be under- 


ood, as the favorers of this peculiar notion con- 
cerning the perſon of Chriſt were ready to acknow- 
ledge, in an infinitely higher ſenſe. The ſcriptures. 


are indeed very full and expreſs- in aſſuring us, that 
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he who took human nature into union with that origi- 
nal nature he poſſeſſed before, was the eternal fon 
of. God, the ſon of the Father an truth, the only- begotten fon 
of Goa, not the perſon of the Father, but fully of the 
fame nature "and effec cnce, yea, the BRIGHTNESS of his 
GLORY, (what expreſſions can be ſtronger ?) and 
the expreſs image of his ERSON. That previous to 
his incarnation he was as fully and truly the Jon of 
God, as he was afterwards the ſon of mane 

"0 That good men are often. called in ſcripture 
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the children and the ſons "of God, (to uſe the 
words of a maſterly writer upon this ſubjeR,) and 


that all intellectual beings whatever may, in one 


5 ſenſe, be ſaid to be his offspring, is undeniable : : 
6 but there is nothing more evident, than that the 
whole tenor of, ſcripture repreſents the ſonſhip of 


the Meſſiah as peculiar to himſelf, In both Old 


and New Teſtament he is conſtantly repreſented 


as heir by right of geniture, not by adoption; 
begotten, the firſt begotten, and the only begot- 
ten heir of all things, viſible and inviſble : eſſen- 5 


tially diſtinct from all the celeſlial ſpirits, for to 


which of them ſays the apoſtle (Heb. i. 5.) did 
God ever ſay at any time, thou art my ſon, this 
day I have BEGOTTEN thee? And hence the 


Meſſiah is always mentioned as a fon of the lame 


nature with his Father. The human nature of 


a lon is equal to that of his father : and perfectly 
analagous to this is that equality to God, which the 
apoſtle tells us the Meſſiah thought no acquiſition. 
That the Jews had the ame ideas of the ſonſhip 


a of the Chriſt, and that our Saviour claimed ſuch 
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ſonſhip is certain. The Jews ſought to kill him, 


the apoſtle John tells us, becauſe he ſaid God was 


his father, making himſelf equal with, God: that 


is, making bimſelf the literal ſon of the divine 
nature, But did our Saviour ever endeavour to 
refate this idea of the Jews ? So far from it, he 
confirmed them in it. When the high-prieſt ad- 
jured him to tell him, art thou the Chriſt the jon. of 
God ? which in the mouth of a Rabbi of that age 
expreſsly means, art thou the Chriſt the perſon 
whom the prophecies call the begotten ſon of 
God, whoſe. goings forth have been from the days 


of eternity, (Mic. v. 2.) and equal to God in the 
divine nature ? (See John v. 18, and x. 3g.) To 


this our Saviour replies in the Jewiſh affirmative, . 
Ev irg. It is as thou halt ſaid ; and alludes to 


the prophecy of Daniel, (Dan. vii. 13, 14.) and 
the 110th pſalm, both diſtinguiſhed predittions 


of the greatneſs of, the Meſſiah, The high-prieſt 
on this rends his cloaths, (Matt. xxvi. 65.) and 
exclaims, he has ſpoſten blaſphemy ! What farther 


need have, we of witneſſes? Now, if they did 


not eſteem the ſonſhip of the Chriſt as different 


; from that of all other beings, partaking as a ſon 


of the eſſence of the Deity, where were the laß 
phemy ? The inference is evident, Chriſt was 
crucified for aſſerting his divinity. I do not re- 
member (the author adds) to have ſeen the argu- 


ment drawn from the opinion of the Jews urged 
66 


before, though it is of the greateſt conſequence; 
for of however little importance their opinion 
may be when conſidered merely as their own 

E 2 | & idea, 
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& idea, it receives the greateſt weight when we 


© find our Saviour not only agreeing tO it, but his 


& claiming the ſonſhip of the Chrilt according to 
their own ideas of it, the only accuſation on 

& which they could condemn him. In this view 
& the ideas of the Jews, as to the ſonſhip of the 
; 6s Meſliah, become completely deciſive. 

Indeed, were we content to receive the plain 
tions of ſcripture, what could be more evi- 
dent than the true and proper divinity of our bleſſed 
Savior ? Are we not as fully informed. that before 
he came into the world he was in the form of God, 
as that when he came into the world he ſuſtained the 


| form of a ſervant. That he who Was, after his in- 


carnation, in the woild as man, made the world 28 
God. That he was as truly in the beginning with 
God, and God, as that he was made fleſh. As truly 


the mighty God, as an infant of days. The root as 


well as offspring. of David. And that Moſes was 


faithful only as a fervant in the ode sf God, but 


Chriſt as a SON over his own houſe p 
It is eaſy to talk and complain of the 0g 
and obſcurity of ſcripture concerning this doctrine, 


but the fault! is in our own x minds, not in the ſcrip- 
* = f J 9 ' ture 


og The truth and propriety x the following quotation from a 
little tract called, The Triumph of Truth, page 19, publiſhed by 
the author of the Appeal, I refer to the judgment of the reader, ; 

& Tf Chriſt had not Fae the Jews that he did not mean to 
make himſelf equal with God, would they: not have produced it again 
him at his trial, when he was condemned as a blaſphemer, 
becauſe he Confeſſed that he was the Chriſt oniy; and yet no Jew 
expected any thing more than a man for, their Meſſiah, and our 
Savior no where intimated that * 2 were miſtaken in chat expec- 
tation.“ 


a 


ture which is exceedingly plain and 625 to be under- 
ſtood, could we be content without being wiſe above 
What is written. | 

That Chriſt as man and mediator is inferior to 
the> Father, is as certain as that he took upon him 
the form of a ſervant. And as it is in this form we 
have principally to do with him, we cannot juſtly 
wonder that ſo much ſhould be ſaid of him in this 
character. But to imagine that what is ſaid of him 
ine the form of a ſervant, implies that no other form 
belongs to him, is to overturn from the very foun- 
dation the whole of that amazing love which the 
ſcriptures conſtantly repreſent as being ſtrikingly 
exhibited in the incarnation and obedience of the fon of 
God. And ho much ſoever ſome men may ridi- 
cule the attempt to ſolve the difficulties that ariſe” 
upon this ſubject, by having: recourſe" to the diſtino- 
tion /of the two natures in the perſon of Chriſt, tis 
a. diſtinction the ſcripture” authoriſes, and there are 
man paſſages which cannot be e wins, ex- 
plained without it. | 

"But the- grand objeſtion to this doctrine i is its 
myſteriouſneß and incomprehenſibility. The au- 
thor of the Appeal, as many: have done before 
him, ſo that the ſimile is worne quite threadbare, 
puts it upon a level with tranſubſtantiation itſelf, 
*,Aﬀer ekalling a man into a God; he ſays, they 
made a. piece of bead into one alſo.““ But this 
Writer tiſtak et o the matter. No Athianaſian pre- 
tends46 exd}t a man ãnto a God this ãs a Socinian fic-, 
tion. Tis o thei Sbeifhian who whilſt be maintains: 
0 Chriſt i is by nature only man, yet ſuppoſes that: 
E g ; a8 


14 } 
as the 3 of his abeticnies;! he is exalted to the 1 


5 digaity of a God, or, at leaſt, a demi-god. However, 0 
. when the author of the Appeal brings as convincing 7M 
9 proof of tranſubſtantiation, as the ſcripture fur- 1 
5 niſhes of the divinity / Chriſt, I ſhall certainly em- of 
1 brace that dectrine. But laying aſide the frightful of 
"i repreſentations which have been given of the doc- ” 
4 trine I am pleading for and examining impartially WW 
A into it, ſhall we not find that much of the pretended | m 
A mylteriouſneſs of it ariſes” rather from the confuſion at 
i of our own minds in conceiving of it, than from vi 
= any real obſcurity in the doctrine itſelf ? At the 10 
ſame: time that there is but one God who is princi- I 
C pally made known | unto us under the character of = 
if the Father, and we are certain that the pretended _ al 
f deities of the heathen are by nature 0 gods ; Why P 
Wi ſhould it be thought incredible that this divine xa. ti 
6 | ther ſhould have a Son of the ſame nature with — 
if himſelf; not of another, much leſs of an oppoſite” | N 
wo nature, but partaking of the Jame nature with him, ; 8 
| the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of m 
1 his perſon: f But perhaps it will be ſaid parents muſt KY b 
neceſſarily exiſt before their children, and the idea te 


of  fonſhip; neceſſarily involves in it that of derivation. ; a) 
To this it may be replied, ſimiles ought never to be 1 
ſtrained, and it is exceedingly clear, that if the Father 


" 
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i 

j 
q 
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ever exiſted without the Son, it is impoſſible, in the | 7 

caſe before us, that the Son ſhould: be of the ame 5 

nature with his Father, the Son of the Father in truth, th 

or the expreſs image of his perſon; ' as the Sen of 3 

| God is expreſsly ſaid to be. And * further, ſhould 45 

there be a third perſon 1 to us proceeding | 4 
from 


1 
from ihe Father and the Son, known by the name 
of the Holy Spirit, and whoſe oneneſs: with the Father 


and Son, is ſuppoſed to be as real as the oneneſs be- 
twixt the ſpirit of a man and a man; what is there 


contradittory and abſurd in the idea? Or if the Son 
of. Cod is repreſented: as taking human. nature into 
union with, his own original nature, ſo as to become 
without confounding the two diſtin& natures, truly 


man or truly poſſeſſed of the human nature, as much 


as. he, was: before truly god or a partaker of the di- 
vine nature; what is there contrary to reaſon in this 
repreſentation, how. much ſoever it hid bez as als 
moſt every thing is, above our reaſon ? r . 


It will ſtill be ſaid, you hereby KY threes gods 


and you might as well make three hundred; for it is 
poſitively. afferted in ſcripture, that unto us Chriſ« 
tians there is but one god the Father, and one medi- 
ator betwixt god and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 
Now it is readily allowed we make the Son and 


Spirit partakers of the ſame nature with the Father, 
and conſequently maintain that there are THREE that 
| bear 1 record 1 in heaven, (whether this much diſputed 


text be genuine or not) even the Father, the Song. 


ang. Hob n ty * But, then, it is well known, » we 


*. Mr. Holwell in his intereſting 9 relative to the 
e of Bengal, though he profeſſes himſelf a - Unitarian; yet 

when faking: of what he e which had forti- 
bly. been impreſſed on the mind of man in the beginning, has 
this remarkable obſervation concerning the doctrine of a trinity,” 


* One; of the moſt. important. of theſe primitive truths ' was, the 
<<. notion of three prime created celeſtial beings, either con d with," 


4 or, excluſive of and ſubordinate to the Deity. Thus the Bra: 
i mins have their Birma, Biſinoo, and Sieb; the Perſians their 


% Oyomazes, Me, and. EET the "yan Wale ' Fo," 
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as ſtrenuouſſy maintain, whether our conceptions of 5 Fe 
the matter be juſt or not, that theſe thire are not 2 
three jarring rival contending deities. of differcut na- 75 
tures from one another, nok, properly ſpeaking, * 
three Gods; but that though they are diſtindt in ber- or 
Jon and relative character, yet in the moſt ential - s 
reſpe&, even as to their nature or /enců, they are 10 
ons. And there is therefore unto us but one God, 
the Father; the Son and Spirit not being, / with 7g. * 
ect to DIT v, diſtinct from ihe Father, nor ſetting 15 
up any claim in oppoſition to hin, nor having" any iy 
pretence to divinity, but what arifes from an union 7 
or abſolute oneneſs, in point of nature, with the 8 
Father. And as in the œconomy of our ſalvation 0 
the Father alone perſonally acts in the ſupreme! cha- 15 


radter; (the Son and Spirit in confsquence of che | 
eternal-counſels of peace relative tothe ſalvation of 8 


8 X Rh nc 
ſinners aRtitig in /ubordinats:charaftensy) there ſeems © 
to be the more propriety; in ſpeaking of the unity 50 

25 4 18 n i 751 F163 716k * 1 51710 — 6 bs 
« and Orus; the ancient Arals their Allat, Al. Uzza,,and Manak ;; or 
the Phenicans 9 — Bild, Uanid, and Ait; * 
&« the Greeks and Romans dhe ia FupilertOlympus, Minerva and Ap, 2 
« the Americans their Othon, . Mefſou, and Atahayta,; he Chriſtians - tle 
te their! Fuller Sor arid Holy Ghoſt; Set. Kc. And we & abt not i . 9 111 
&« ſays Mr. Holwell, but a ſimilar doctrine might be traced among pi 
& All the different nations of the earth, had we authentic records bc 
t of their primitive religious inſtitutes,” He adds, © To a no- th 
tion ſo univerſal in the ſitſt times; we: think burſelves Wär- . 
TY ranted in giving the title of a pramutve truth Which muſt have th 
ec had unefring fact, and a\divme; revelationitor its foutce-and foui . At 
„ dation, as well as the other prim ee 0h By mA ng In 
| & fall; and puniſhment of part of the ang elic ihoſt; lden t 21 42 tle 
Tis true, Mr. Hotell: calls thé three beings" he iſpeales (f > 
created, but how they could then\bexpafandediwnr the! Deity he N 


does not explain. And if all three were! cotitelly what edleſtial” 
being did any of theſe nations acknowledge, it might be aſked, * 
as uncreated ? Who was deemed by the Bramins higher than their 
Birmak, or by the Perfians than their Oromazes, &c. 7 
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of God as oppoſed to the polytheiſm of the heathen, 


to expreſs it in the manner the apoſtle does in the 
paſſage referred to. * Though: there are, ſays the apoſ- 
tle, that are called gods, whether in 1 or in earth, 
(4s there be cops many and LORDS ibn) but wvaro s 
there i is but one Gov, the Father, of whom are "all things, | 
ax we in him ; and” one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or, as 

he expreſſes himſelf more fully in his epiſtle to Ti- 
mothy, + one mediator between God and men, the MAN 


Chriſt "Fefſas, Chriſtians, and to ſuch the apoſtle 
wrote, could never be ſuppoſed to miſtake the 


meaning of what is here ſaid, as though the apoſtle 
intended by it to deny the unity of the Som and 
Spirit with the Father, All he affirms. is this. In 
the firſt place, that whilſt the heathen nations ac- 
knowledged many gods of di ifferent ranks and oraers, 


Chriſtians acknowledge but one God, the Father'+ 


not however to the excluſion of the Son and Spirit, 


for it is well known the Son and Spirit are not "fu 


poſed, by the moſt zealous trinitarians, to be two 
beings of a different nature or of a different rank or 
order from the Father, but in nature and eſſence, 


ahyolutely one with Him. In the next place, the apoſ⸗- 
tle affirms that whilſt Heathens had many: Lofds or 


mediators, many departed” heroes of whom they 
boaſted, Chriſlians had but ow! Lok D or Mediator, 
the uax Chriſt Jeſus. That is, unleſs we ſuppoſe 
the apoſtle to contradict himſelf, - Hz who being 
in the form of God: (as St. Paul: expreſſes it in his epil - 
tle to the Philippians) became" man, or tot upon 
him the form of a JO in order that he might 'be 

4 27% + qualified 


* 1 Cor. vill. 5, 6. + 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
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qualified 10 ac in the infinitely important character 
under which he is chiefly repreſented to us, that of 
mediator between God and men. And it is therefore 
acknowledged without heſitation, that the general 
mode of worſhip exhibited. to us in the New Teſ- 
tament, is through Chriſt as mediator, by the aſſiſtance 
of the Ho'y Spirit as the great guide and comforter 
of; the church, unto the Father, who always acts 
perſonally in the ſupreme character: from whom there- 
fore every bleſſing is derived, through the mediation 
of the; Son, and by the agency of the good Spirit, — 
and who. is, as the ſcriptures plainly teach us, with 
the vr; asd, N, one Godt over . bleſſed for 
evermore. 

If the. Son and Spirit are not one -with the F le 
in nature and eſſence, however diſtin in perſon 
and ſubordi nate in office, to me it ſeems paſſing 
ſtrange, andꝭ it is. what, in my opinion, no one has 
ever yet given any tolerable account of, that they 
ſhould be. joined together With the Father in one 
and the ſame ſolemn religious rite; I mean that of 
Chriſtian, baptiſm. I am ſenſible it has been urged, 
that read of the Iſraelites being; baptized unto Mofes, 
in the cloud and in the ſea. But ii 1 is eaſy to reply, 
this was nov rend baptiſm; but is only. ſpoken of in 
alluſion to that ordinance. Or. if it were others 
wiſe, it would ſtill be widely different to read of 
the Iſraelites being bapiized into the name of Mofes, 
and of Chriſtians · being baptized inte the name f the 
Father, and of the. Son, and of the, Holy Ghoſt, Is it 
credible; that two creatures, and one of them a mere 
man like e ſhould be joined together 1 in one 

and 


59 1 


z the ſame religious rite, and that we e ſhould be 
at the ſame time, and by the uſe of the ſame words, 
ſolemnly devoted to the eternal God, a mere man, 


and a created ſpirit ? To me, nothing can appear 


more monſtrouſly abſurd, not to ſay impious. And 
indeed, if the Son and Spirit be not truly poſſeſſed 
of the ſame divine nature with the Father, how 
we can reconcile their having the Jame divine N 
names, titles, attributes and works aſcribed to 
them, as they moſt evidently have 1 it Chriſt 
be not by nature the Son of God, how there ever 
could have been any adequale foundation for his 
mediatorial exaltation; it ſurpaſſes, I freely own, 
the narrow bounds of my limited mind 1 in any mea- 
ſure to comprehend. | 

But Rill the author of the Appeal will inſiſt upon 
it, and hereby ſeems to ſuppoſe he gives a deciſive 
ſtroke to the Athanaſians, (for ſo the Trinitarians 
muſt be contented to be called,) that it is ex- 
preſsly contrary to our reaſon that three ſhould be 


one, and one three, and that it can never appear to 


us to be ſo.” What a play upon words is this! Is 
it neceſſary for us at this time of day to repeat, that 
we by no means think the three divine Perſons in 


the Godhead to be three in the ſame ſenſe in which 


they are one, or one in the ſame ſenſe in which they 
are three P How often muſt we declare, that we 
believe they are three only with reſpe& to perfon 
and office, and one in a very different ſenſe, even 
with reſpect to nature or ęſence. We believe no 
more upon this ſublime ſubje@, than we underſtand. 
For with reſpe& to the 2 zſe modus of the divine 

: exiſtence, 
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exiſtence, as We neither have nor can have any 
determinate ideas concerning it, we do not and 
kannt believe any thing « concerning it. Fon 
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The Unitarians, as thoſe. call themfelyes Who 


188 


maintain the. unity 'of divine, perſonality | as well 
as 'nghire, ſeem to imagine that by rejekting the 


l 4444 


commonly receiyed doctrine of the unity of the Son 


and Spirit with the Father, they get c clear of all ob- 
x curity, and are enabled to form clear ideas of the 
great object of their worſhip. But, 8 think, they 
are miſtaken. * Have, they any " other ideas, of the 
Great Being they profeſs to worſhip, - than the ideas 
of certain, properties attributes and perfections 
which he is ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of P If they 


* 044 > 7 


fa y God is @ Spirit, and it is abſurd to expect any 
other ideas of a Spirit than the ideas” of « certain ef. 


ſential properties, attributes, and perfections then 
let them acknowledge that theſe ideas their bre- 
thren enjoy in common with themſelves, and in 


every reſpe& to as much advantage ſurely, for I 


the pürpoſes of praflical piety.” Or, if they are fill 
determined to triumph over us as believing: 'we 
know not what, and imagine they have entirely dif- 
carded all myſtery, becauſe they think they have 
proved that the eternal God, as diſtinct from all pre- 
tended deities, is one PERSON, let them give us 
their determinate ideas of the word ferfon as applied 
to the eternal God, and it will be no difficult 'mat- 
ter. to prove theſe ideas utterly incon / tent with the 
eſſential nature of God. The word ferſon always 
carries in it the idea of limitation, but the Deity i is 
and ut be obey” infinite and unlimited. As 

| | . 
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to any poſitive direct conceptions of the great Cod, 
abloluely conſidered, the Unitarian and Trinitarian 


are on a level, To the one as well as to the other, 
it may be ſaid with equal propriety, —* Canſt thou 


by ſearching find out God ? Canſt thou find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection? No. As well mighteſt thou 


attempt to meaſure the waters of the ocean in the 
hollow of thine hand, or to mete out the heavens 
with a ſpan, Without controverſy, great is the 
myſtery of godlineſs! But nevertheleſs it is an irre- 
fragable fact, that Gov was manifeſt in the fleſh, juſ< 
tified in the Spirit, ſeen by angels, preached unto the Gen- 
tiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory, 
Upon the whole, judge my brethren for your- 
ſelves, which of the different opinions that have 
been briefly repreſented to you, is moſt conſiſtent 


with itſelf, and with the word of God. I have en- 
deavored honeſtly and without the leaſt intended 
diſguiſe, to ſet before you the ideas of my own 


mind upon this 1mportant ſubject, but have not a 
wiſh to influence your minds, any farther than 
there may appear to be any force i in the | reaſoning I 
have made uſe of. 

How far the giving up the doctrine 1 have been 


pleading for, and which is fo. clearly, and fully 
taught in the ſcriptures, might contribute to the 


converſion either of Jews or Mahometans, or what 
advantage they would receive from ſuch a kind of 
converſion; I am not at all concerned to determine, 


I am ſure it cannot be right to do evil, though the 


pretence for it may be that good may come. And 28 
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to the poor Jews particularly, mee fein to be 50 


reaſon | to ſuppoſe that the Socinian hypotheſis 
of a mere man's being exalted into a god and made 


the object of religious wor ſhip, of how inferior ſoever 
a kind the worſhip be; can ever be eſteemed by 


them as lefs tending to idolatry, than the common 
received opinion of the Savior, which indeed, as 
we have feen, correſponds with that of the ancient 
Jews concerning the Meſſiah. Beſides, be this as 
it will, we very well know that when the goſpel 


Was firſt preached by the apoſtles themſelves, it 
was fooliſhneſs to many of the Greeks, and a flum- 
bling block to many of the Jews; ; and we cannot 


therefore juſtly wonder if the genuine goſpel ſhould 


be looked upon in the ſame light by Jews and Maho- 
metans now. But when once their minds are en- 
lightened, and their perverſe hearts changed, (let 
us pray for the advent of that happy hour!) the 
veil will then be taken off, and with a rapture not 


to be deſcribed, they will be ready to cry out in the 


language of Thomas, my Lord and my God! 
But if Chriſt be no more than à prophet who came 


to. inſtruct mankind into their duty, of what great 


moment can it be to have right ideas of his perſon ? 


Whether he be God, or only a divinely inſpired 


man, what does it avail ? In either caſe, fo that his 
divine miſſion be aſcertained, concerning which all 
Chriſtians are agreed, his inſtructions are equally 
: important and authentic, This leads me therefore 
to addreſs you, my friends, on the laſt and moſt 


intereſting Tubje& of the peas which i is 
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VI. The ATONEMENTs 
* The author of the Appeal having firſt degrade — 


the Savior to the rank of a mere man, endeavors in 


the next place, very conſiſtently, to perſuade you. 
that he ſuſtained no other charattef than that of a 
mere prophet. That he made no atonement for fin 
by his Walk nay, that this doctrine is a Zope in 
vention. © 

Now If eely confeſs, if CKrift Wert no more than a 
mere man, it would be abſurd to {uppofe that he could 


make any atonement for fin, by his life or death 


either. If he was a mere man, Mr. Elwall is cer- 
tainly right i in affirming, e that he never did any 
„thing but what was his duty to do, and that he 
6 therefore coutd not merit any thing for others,” 
If he was only a min, his incarnation itfelf could 
not be vo! luntary, and how there ſore could there be 
any thing of merit either in that or any other part 


ol his fup oſed humiliation ? Merit! no, ſo far from 


it that it was " pofible (I tremble to ſpeak it) nue might 
have himſe If finned and periſhed everlaſtingly, And 
this, as a worthy clergyman aſſured me, one who 
called himſelf a chriſtian afferted was poſſible, 
The triumph this ſurely, not of truth, but tremen- 


| dous error! Lf however it fall appear that Chriſt 


hath aflually made atonement for fin by his death, 
it will be, I think, no inconſiderable collateral 


proof of Kid true and proper Deity ; for unleſs the 


dignity of His original nature be conſidered, what 
merit, what worth, what e ffi caey can there be ſup- 
F 2 7 poſed, 

* Triumph Truth, page 11. 
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poicd to be in his vicarious ſufferings, to diſplay the 
enormous evil of fin, the awfulneſs of the divine juſtice, 
and the infinity of the divine love. 
. Almoſt all proſeſſing Chriſtians, in every age, 
how much ſoever they may have diſagreed upon 
other points, have united in acknowledging the 
doctrine of th: atonement to be the grand diftinguiſh- 
ing doctrine of the goſpel, And notwithſtanding 
the apparent eaſe with which the author of the Ap- 
peal in a page or two ſeems to ſet it aſide, you will 
find it my, friends, I am perſuaded,” if you ſearch 
the ſcriptures, to be a truth which ſhines. there as 
a ſtar of the firlt magnitude, or rather as the fun at 
mid-day. 

It cannot be expected that, in this brief addreſs 
J ſhould ſet before you at large the evidence we 
have of this capital truth. Nor will it be thought 
neceſſary, if I am enabled to give you ſuch a view 
of the doftrine, as may tend to eſtabliſh your minds 
in the cordial belicf of it, and enable you to derive 
that comfort, hope and ſpiritual ſtrength from it, 
which it is ſo eminently calculated to adminifter. 
The author of the Appeal allows we read in 
ſcripture that Chriſt died as a facrifice for our fins, 
but then he maintains it was not a real but figurative 
ſacrifice, in like manner as when Chriſtians are 
exhorted to preſent their bodies as living facri tees 
unto God. That the dezth of Chriſt was in no 
other ſenſe 2  facrifice t than as © the death of an iluf- 
ee trious. martyr, who died in the glorious cauſe of 
« truth and virtue.“ But let us ſee how this agrees 
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with the Ferigtur, account of the ſufferings wy death, : 


of Chriſt... 4 80 

Af we lack. into bros Oh Teſtament we pr 
the ſufferings of -Chriſt ſpoken of in_the following 
manner. *Surely he hath borne our griefs, and .car- 
ried our ſor roms. He was wounded for aur tranigreſ- 
ſions, and bruifed for. qur iniquities, ; the chaſtiſement of 
eur feace nas pon him and þy his Arte we are healed. 
At _leafed the Led to bruiſy fim, k, hath put him to 
grief. He has, numbered wit h. the tranſgreſſars, and he 
bare the fon of many, and | made. anzerceſion, for the tranſ- 
grefors. Meffiah _Jhall. be cut , but vor for tamfdlf. 
The Lord hath laid on him, the iniquity of us, all. 
And is this, can it be thought, the deſcription of 
the ſufferings. only of. a martyr, 5. Did it pleaſe the 
Lord to. bruiſe an inpocent perſon ? Did he put him 
| to grief p How — we explain ſuch language as 
this, but by acknowledging that on the Meſſiah 
wefe laid, as the prophet er us, the, TBE 
of us all? a «xv 5 
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57 In the Triumph of- Truth, we are told (page 22 * 6 « if 
any of the Jews ag had the leaſt notion of the neceſſity of any. 
at ee tor the fins of mankind, they could not but have 
expe ed a ring M 2 and it is ain that he very, beſt 

Aer 15 Bal Mae 25 And it oo have been. idea 
* — had in genaral no idea of à | ſpiritual "Meſſiah; any more 

an a ſufferin one; th ed a great, em ral rince to 
lead 4 Lord fo to ier an ridinph. f But malt mr that 
mind be ſtrangely warped by prejudice, that can ſuppoſe: this to: 
prove any thing more, than that the ancient Jews greatly erred, 
nos knowing the ſcriptures ** And notwithſlanding the fine things: 
: fajd of: the modern Jews, thoſe faithful fer vants of God as Mr. 
©. Elwall ſtyles them, | Up- 1:5, 1 6] may. it not be juſtly feared, they: 
too much reſemble their anceſtots in ignorance and unbeelief * 
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rn the New Tetaut Owe „e "hive the hiflory' ck 
Chriſt's ſufferings which it will be proper to furvey 
In order to ſee how * far; from this accbunt of them, 
they appear to babe beet the ſutkeringe Ta of a 
Mich. ein ene eee ien e ee att 
And when the hour was come in which, as our 
Lord bimſelf expreſſes” 3 (Luke il. 37. the 
things concerning Him were to have an end or be 
accbmpliſhed, how deep and awful Wire the ſuffer- 

Togs he endured! 4 My ' foul is Exceeding foro rwful even 


unto” death, is the language he uſes when his! agony, | 


began. And then falling proſtrate upon the ground, 

he breathes forth theſe pathetic words: Father, i if 
it be 'þnffible, let this ' cu paſs fon me, * neverthele eſs, not 
as Twill but as thou wollt Father, ave” me from thes 


hour, but, for this cauſe came Tt to this hour ; O my Fu- 


ther, if this cuß may, not paſs away from me except 1 
drink it, th y will be done / And being in an Jon he 
prayed "mort earneftly, and his fweat was 25 it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. At length 
lie is crucified. And at his crucifixion, from the 
fixth to the ninth hour there was an awful preter- 


natural darkneſs over all the land. In the midſt of this 


tremendous” ſcene, the ſuffering Savior cries out, in 


language quite ſtartling and aſtoniſning.—Eli, Eli, 


lama ſabac · ani b. My God, my God, ' why haft thou 
fForfaken me ? With- a loud voice he once more cries 
out, IT 18 #inisnuen! Then bows his facred head 
and dies. And behold ! in that awful moment, the 
veil of the temple is rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom, the earth quakes, the rocks are rent 
under, the graves are opened, and the bodies of 

many 
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many ſleeping faints ariſe ! And is this! aw hiſtory | 
of the death only of a martyr ꝰ Were the agonies 
we habe been ſarveing, and-the\tremendous death 
we have Juſt 'beheld. the agonies and death of ia 
maurtyr only ? Was the ſun darkened, all nature 
convulſed, che graves” 6petied? and the dead raiſed, 
only to aggrandiſe 2 mantyr's. death ?- It cannot; be Þ 
How much more natural is the * exclamation of the 
Roman centurion who attended ee _ dreadful 
occafion;—trul this was the fon of *God !- {104793603 
If Chriſt ſuffered not ing 57 or Lenin es 
for ſin, in the ſtrick and proper ſenſe of the words; 
whence proceeded his dreadful agony in the gar- 
den, aid his awful” complaint upen the croſs ? He 
was it himſelf holy harmleſs and undefiled, had no 
fin; and coald not therefore, ': abſtritedly,-:dread 
the divine diſpleaſure. And can it then be ſup» 


poſed the profpett only of his ſufferings, had his ſuf- 
ferings been no more than the common ſufferings 


of a martyr, would have thrown him into ſuch an 
agony as to cauſe. him to ſweat great drops of blood 
to the ground ? What ever may be ſaid of the keen 
ſenſations of the Redeemer, and the affecting view 


: he had of the ingratitude and guilt of his country- 


men the Jews, who were ſo baſe as to became his 


| murderers ; yet ſtill, unleſs the ſufferings of Chriſt 


are allowed to have been preter-natural,' we" fink 
his character beneath chat of many of his followers, 
who have met. death in its moſt terrific forms and 
under every aggravating circumſtance of a natural 
kind, with unſhaken fortitude. And what tolera- 
ble account can we give of God's withdrawing 3 
from his ſon in the depth of his ſufferings, and 

thereby 
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thereby extorting from him that affecting complaint, 
expreſſive of the deepeſt anguiſh humanity could 
polible. endure, whν faſt: thou forſakep me Or how, 


could Ohriſt have ſpoken of his | ſufferings, with 


any truth or propriety, as the cup which his Father, 


| gavs/hind/t6 drink; if; we de not, allo that his ſuf- 


ferings were preter-natural ,; and vicarious, the fuffere 


5 | ings of thei juſt fur ebe unj uf Si. BEM mom 20 


Andliis not this the uniform language a 
concerning the ſufferings of - Chraſt ? If it, be not, 
| ſurely. we muſt deſpair of underſtanding ſcripture 
upon any point Whatever. Iß the . ſufferings of 
Shriſt were not vicarious and prapitiatary, hat 
meaning can there bei in eh: paſſages as theſe 7.— 
e 1Bohold tüe Limb of Cal. which takathiaway, the fon of 
. the world! N la daun my e for the each. The 
Jon of man came; eo give his life. 2:RanSOM for many. 
Who was made fort" for-ius} that is à ſin- offering. 


Who zart aur fins in his own body wpon the tree. M 


ſuffered the juſt xox the unjuſt. Was once-offered to 
e u. f of mit By. ae offering hath ar euer 
1284 582 1 11 1 (557 25 7. 3 > 14 Perfrcted 
* ee 1. 205 X. 2 bat con 21. 2 Pet. 
li,, A 76 , Ar-. 
14 10. 1 Rom. . 5. 19. 75 . * 4 5 His 
HS 14. V. 9851 9. w n 


I when the prieſt under 8 nere bre, 


head of the facrifice and confeſſed over; it the iniguities of 
che he or whom it was offered, the ſacrifice is 22 thoſe 


1 iniquities; in N of which Was a diſcharge bu | 
e 


and this is called mali ing atonement. for ſin. Now there is in t 
' Icripture above cited, 
New Teſtament, a plaimelifion to this ceremony. And ſuppo 
this ceremony to have been ty ical of the atonement for un y by 155 
death of Chit, there is a mani Zn propriety in- the alluſion. Zut 
if in this ceremony, here was no reference to the vicarigus ſuffer- 
©. ings and death of Chriſt, then the 7 of the New Teſtament 
"rw W „ in alludieg to @ cuſtom to i lluſtrate the — 


d in numberleſs other paſſages in —. | 


C 69 J 
perfeted them that are janftifed. Who appeared—to 
put away fin by the facrifice of humſelf.' In burnt-offer- 
ings and ſacrifices for fin thou hadft no pleaſure; tlas 
Jaid I, lo I come (in the volume of the book it is written 
of me) to do thy will, O Cod-—by the which will we are 
ſanctiſed, through the offering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt 
once for all, God ſpared not his own jon, but freely de- 
livered him up rox us all. He was delivered FOR our 
offences, and raiſed again ro our juſtification. God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while we were 
yet ſinners Chriſt died FOR us. IN THE MIDST OP 
THE THRONE flood a Lawns as it had been lain. 
Theſe are they which came out "of great tribulation and 


bade waſhed their robes and made them white in the blood 


of. the Lamb. Thou art worthy—for thou waſt ſcain, 
and haſt redeemed us unto God by thy blood. Ye were 


not redeemed vit corruptible thing but with the pre 


cious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb without blemiſi and 
without pot. In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſ of fins, according to the riches of 
tis grace. Whom God hath et forth to be a proputiation 
through faith in his bleod, to declare his righteoufnefs 


- for the remiſion of fins that are paſt ; through the for- 


bearance of God ; to declare I fay at this time his righte- 
ouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the juflifier of him 


that believeth in Jeſus. Without ſhedding of blood there 


ie no remiffion. The blood of Jejus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth 


they treat of, which had no reference to it atall,—Butis it reaſonable 
or, I had almoſt faid, poſſible to ſuppoſe the apoſtles did not un- 
derſtand the defign of the ceremonial law better than the author 
of the Appeal, and the reſt of our modern Socinians? 


* 1 Pet. i. 19. Eph. i. 7. Rom. iii. 25, 26. Heb. ix. 22. 
1 John i. 7. Heb. ix. 13, 14. Rom. X. [4+ . 
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us from all ſin. If the Mood of bulls and f goats, and 5 


the ajhes. of an hefer ſprinkling. the unclean, ſanctiſietli 
tatle purifying of the fleſh,;, how', wv.cu mort fhall the 


blood: of. Chriſt, oh, through the eternal Spirit offered 


hamfelf-nþ without pot to God, purge your conſeiences from 
dead works, lo ſerve the living God ?. Chriſt is the EN 
OF THE LAW, for. righteoufneſs to. every one that be- 
lievet . But I had need tranſcribe almoſt all the 
New Teſlament, were J to enumerate. all thoſe paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture, which more immediately or re- 


motely ſpeak of the ſuſferings of Chriſt as vicarious if 


and propitiatory. It is in my opinion impaſſible for 


any language to expreſs more clearly and fully than 


the language of ſcripture hath. already, the neceſ- 
fy and importance of the ſufferings of Chriſi, and 
that his death was a real and proper ſacrifice for 


fin, and is available in the ſight of God as the 


great meritorious procuring cauſe of our compieat re- 
demption. When we want to communicate our 
ideas of theſe things, where can we find words fo 
full, ſtriking, and proper for the purpoſe, as in the 
New Teſtament ? | 

How amazing then muſſ it he te the PAT hum- 
ble. Chriſtian, to be told that. “it is only from the 
literal interpretation of a few Aguralipe expreltons 
in the ſcriptures that this doctrine of, atonement, as 
well as that of tranſublantiation, has been derived 7 
But at this rate, what ſhall we have left that 


is not figurative, or how. mall we be able to diſtin- 
guiſh that which is figurative from that which is not 


ſor Was the GY of Chriſt in the garden, when 
he 


$ 2 4 


* Triumph bf Truth, page 23- 
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he ſweat: great drops of blood, à real, or was it 
only a figurative agony ? Was his death real, or was 
it only figurative ? Did he die for ſin really, or only 
figuratively? Was he really 'wounded for our fins . 
and bruiſed for our iniquities, or only figuratively ? 

Did he really by one offering for ever perfect them 
that are ſanRified, or did he do it only figuratively ? 
Did he really obtain eternal redemption, for ſinners, 
or did he only obtain it feguratively ? Was this eter- 
nal redemption he obtained, a veal or was it only a 
figurative redemption? What ſhall we make of the 
ſcriptures, or how ſhall we be able to learn any 
thing from them with certainty, if we are to be thus 


perplexed about the meaning of ſome of the plaineſt 


and moſt poſitive aſſertions contained in them ? 
If the death of Chriſt was only a figurative facri- 
fice, how comes it to paſs that his death is ſpoken 
of in a manner ſo entirely \different from the death of 
any other perſon, and in ſuch language as cannot, 
without the moſt flagrant impiety, be applied to 
any perſon but himſelf. Paul was a martyr in the 


cauſe of truth and virtue as well as his divine maſ- 


ter. But did Paul bear our fins in his own body on 


the tree? Was Paul wounded for our tranſgreſ- 


ſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities ? Did Paul, ob- 
tain eternal redemption for us? We are exhorted, it 


is allowed, to yield up our bodies living ſacrifices, to offer 


the ſacrifices of praiſe continually, and even to lay down 
our lives for the brethren,.* But is this ſuffering the 


Ta raſh the maſts REI delivered ”_ the offences of 


ſinners, 


Appeal, page 19. 
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* 1. 
ſinners, and raifed for their uftifeation, or RG 


bur blood for the remiffion of fins? 


Beſides if the death of Chriſt ads a figura- 
ge facrifice, what ſhall we make of the ſacrifices 
under the law ? Surely they could be no more than 
figurative ſacrifices neither. The- ſacrifice of Chriſt 


fuperfeded all the legal ſacrifices; hich ceaſed when 


Chriſt had offered up himſelf without ſpot to God. 
Indeed the principal deſign ef the ſacrifices ap- 


pointed under the law, ſeems to have been to typify 
or ſhadow out the great ſacriſice that was to be offered 
up once for all under the diſpenſation of the goſpel. 
This point is proved to us at large in the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, The legal ſacrifices could not there- 
fore be ſuperior to the ſacrifice of Chriſt. No: the 


reaſoning of ſcripture is, that if the blood of bulls and 
goats purified: the ' fleſh, MUCH MORE ſhall the blood 


of Chriſt purge the conſcience. But if the ſacrifice 
of Chriſt was'only a figurative ſacrifice, how could 


the conſcience be purged by it much more or any 


more than by the legal ſacrifices ? Or if the ſacrifice 
of Chriſt and the ſactifices under the law were. both 
 Kgurative," we have then figures of a figure, ſhadows 

of a fhadow, % 12 e en any 


proper reality. : 
In like manner, if this lacrifies of Chriſt * FL, 


| a figurative ſacrifice, what ſhall we make of the or- 
dinance of the Lord's ſupper ? * Take eat, ſays 


Chrift, when he took the bread, this is my bedy, 


that is, as every - Proteſtant. allows and common 
ſenſe obliges us to ſuppoſe, an emb! em, figure or me- 


moral | 


* Matt. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. 1 Cor. xi; 28. 


* 


or C 
it in 
white 


( 28 ] 


morial of my body, which is in deſign and purpoſe, 
and will ſoon actually be broken for you. And taking 


the cup he ſays, drink. ye all of it, for this 1s my blood 


of the, New 'Tejtament, that is, a figure or emblem of 
it, which is fhed ſor many for the remiſſion of- Vins. The 
bread. and the wine in this ordinance it is evident 
are figures of the body and blood of Chriſt, and of 
the breaking of the one and the pouring out of the 
other, for the remiſſion of fins. But if the body of 
Chriſt was broken for us only figuratively, and his 
blood ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins only fguratively ; 
we have in this ordinance a figurative commemoration 
of a figurative ſacriſice, without any original, any 
reality. And indeed if the death of Chriſt were 
only the common death of a martyr, Why ſhould 

not the death of Stephen and other martyrs be com- 


| memrgted 5 in like manner? Chriſt». forcknew and 


redifted the martyrdom of ſome of his diſciples, but 
he has left no directions about the commemoration 
of their death. And the reaſon is evident. Was 
Paul crucified for us ? Have we. redemption, have 


we the forgiveneſs; of ſins, through the blood of 


Paul, or Peter, or Fokn, or any other of the apoſtles 
or Chriſtian martyrs? Were they Alain for us? Is 
it in their blood our robes are to be waſhed and made 
white? © The ordinance of the euchariſt ſeems 
indeed to have ſa plain a reference to the atone- 
“ ment or ſatisfaction of Chriſt, and to do ſo ſolemn 


an honor to that ſundamental do@rine of the goſpel, 
« that I cannot but believe, that while this ſacred 


< inſtitution continues in the church (as it will 
* undoubtedly do to the end of the world) it will be 
8 66 impoſſible 


5 E : 

"i % impoſſible to root that doctrine out of the minds b 

5 Ee.” of plain humble Chriftians, by all the little arti- | 5 

Ml &. {ices of ſuch forced and unnatural criticiſms, Wo: 1 er 

= _ &.thoſe are by which it has been attacked. Unpre- | v 

5 « judiced and honeſt ſimplicity will always fee the | 45 

5 et analogy this ordinance has to eating the fleth of | + 

3 the fon of God, and drinking his blood, and will is 

« he taught by it to feed on him, as the Lamb that L 

© was {lain by the gracious en of God to 2 

e take away the fin of the world. The enemies of is 

& this heart-reviving truth might as well hope to | 15 

4 pierce through a coat of mail with a fraw, as to _ 

reach ſuch a truth, defended: by ſuch. an ordinance ; * 

& as this, by any of their trifling ſophiſtries. “? 21 

The refinements of our rational divinet, in divi- = 

x "os feem much to reſemble the refinements of ſome tl 

of our late - metaphyſicians, in phitofophy. The lat- b 

ter reaſoned themſelves” out of the belief of a cal of 

materiol world, and converted every thing into 4 

phantalm z the former have rea ſoned themſelves out p 

of the belief of a real Savior, converting every thing gi 

in the bible thatiſpeaks of our redemption by Chriſt % 

into. metaphor and figure. The next point is to tr 

perſuade us the ſcriptures only ſpeak” of a figurative tt 

metaphorical Jean abd chis rational | fehems win de i p. 

conſummated. th 

kk But it is 8 Fo 40 oe defies! of che a atone - fu 

= ment reflects greatly on the mercy of God, and | uf 

a opens a door to licentzoufnefe. Ho i injurious is this * 

. :cpreſentation !. IDO it reſlect on the 3 2 
. _— N 3010p” 


* Dodlr. Exp. Vol. IL. Pp. 458: Note [f] on Luke 2 ; 


x 5 | { 75 J 
of God that he % loved the world, as not to ſpare 
but freely deliver up his own Son to death, that 
7 whoſoever believerh on bia might. not periſh but have 
everlaſting. life fe # Can any. inference. be more per- 
verſe p How widely, different is the rea oning of 
the apoſtle, John upon this point K His language is, 
F He Hereby bercgive woe the Love. of Cod, becauſe he, that 
5 Chriſt, tad. down tis. life for us. And heren. 10 
LOVE, not that a0 4 loved, God, but that he loved us, and 
ö fent lis Son | to b the Propitiation for our fins, So far 


© is the doltrine of the, atonement from eclipſiag the 
; love of God, that , "LOVE Jeems io be the grand lead- 
) | ing arriblice. ! ir diſplays. The Father? s gift of his 


1 


Son to die as a facrifice for our fins, was the greatef 
gift he could poſſibly beſtow upon us, lt is called 


- an unſpeakable gift ; ; and we are taught to argue from 
> the beſtowment of this gift to the oe of any other 
55 be it it ever fo great. | He that gave his Son to die for 
| 23 © ſhall he not with him alſo freely giue us all 
D hinge ! * Yet chie very gift itfelf, it is pretended, im- 
IT - 155 a reflection upon the eve and mercy of the 
4 giyer. What can be more aftoniſhing ? Surely, 
ſt whatever objekt ons may be urged againſt the doc- 
0 trine of the atonement, its implying a reflection On 
he | the mercy and love of God cannot, with any pro- 
e priety, be deemed one, For the greater we ſuppoſe 


the "fu offerings of Chrift to have been, the greater it 


4 ſuppoſes the love of God to be, in delivering him 
d up to ſuch ſufferings for our Tedemption, 7 | 
is >:1ti is Qill, ſaid why ſhould God rigidly inſiſt upon 
_ a Ii den for fin, and not remit. the puniſhment 


of TONE G 2 due 


MA 


. 


4 at: 1 
25 Js SE OY 


4 


þ 
1 
t 

. 

4 


i 
LS 
9 


zun 


Or} = ; 
. 
” Eq 


. 
. 


M NY 2 N 


1 2 
OS —- ́ 


TT; MSA 
93 
1 * 


. 9 A 


« * it” 2 — 
5 : > 


IS SIS 
Cs IIS IF) 


4 


due to the finner till he had received 9 6 the utter 
. moſt farthing ? Now ſuppoſe we could not tell 
why, what then P Is it therefore impoſſible that it 


ſhould be ſo, or that there ſhould be any ſufficient 
reaſon for it, becauſe we cannot tell what that rea- 


ſon is ? What impious arrogance mult it-be to affirm 


this! And yet, I fear too often the only reaſon for 
rejeRing a doctrine is, not becauſe it is not ſuffi- 
ciently revealed in the word of God, but becauſe we 
think it abſurd, But in the preſent caſe we are far 


' from being in the dark as to the reaſons of the divine 
conduct. The author of the Appeal indeed tells 


us, that if we were to imitate God herein « e 


ſhould be implacable and unmerciful,” But the 


fallacy of this objection we have already ſeen. And 
it is indeed flrange that no other reaſon. can be 
thought of Why the great governor of the worl 


ſhould manifefl his diſpleaſure againſt ſin, at the 
ſame time that he ſhews mercy to the ſinner, but 


implacabilit 'y and unmercifulngſs, Some may have 
perhaps been unguarded in the expreſſions they 
have uſed concerning the wrath of God, and his be- 
ing placated or appeafed by the death of his Son, but 


this is no objettion to, the grand doctrine of the 


atonement, for” it is certain no one. ever meant to 
aſcribe to God the pallions, of an angry man. We 
know nevertheleſs, that ever ſince fin entered into 
the world, the righteous and moral. governor. of the 


| univerle hath Jen n_fit © to manifeſt i in the moſt awful 


manner, what we know not abs to call otherwiſe 


than bis abhorrence of re and his diſpleaſure with 


finners 


8 Triumph of Truth, p· 23. 


(91 

finners upon the account of it. Witneſs the altera. 
tion in the ſlate of things occaſioned by the fall, 
the deſtruction of the old world by the deluge, and 
of Sodom and Gomorrak and the cities of the plain 
by fire. Witneſs, 1 may ſay, the conſtant tenor of 
the divine difpenſations in every age of the world, 
from the beginning till now. And we further: 
know that it became him by whom are all things, 
and for whom are all things, in bringing many 
bons to glory, (which his ſovereign love engaged 
him to do,) to make the captain of their falva- 
tion perfect through ſuſferings. That is, it would 
not have become the holy God to have ſaved 
ſinners and brought any of them, to glory, but in 
and through the ſufferings of Chriſt; Who was 
qualified by his ſufferings for the great and important 
character of a Savior, or the captain of our ſalva- 
tion. It became the ſupreme ruler 4 10 be juft and 

* Heb. ii. 10. | | 


+ * know hardly any thing of ſo much importance to give 
vs juſt ſentiments of the proceedings of God with his ereatures 
as chat We ſhould conceive of him as a moral Ruler or the ſupreme 

Mate of the world. And it is owing to their not ering 
him in this character that ſinners indulge ſuch, miſtaken danger- 
ous pre ſumptions concerning him. They chooſe to conceive off 
him under fome fond and ſender name, as a Being of infinite grace, 
the indulgent Father of his creatures, &c. . All this 1s true ; but 
it is equally true that he is their moral Ruler as well as their Father. 
His creatures are his ſubjefts as well as his child en; and he mult 
att the wiſe and righteous 5 147 as well as the tender Fuller 
towards them. His goodnels is that of a Ruler, and not of a 
private perſon ; and his pardoning of fin and receiving offenders 
into favor are not private kindneſſes but acts of government, and 
therefore they muſt be conducted with the utmoſt wiſdom ;. for 
a wrong ſtep in his infinite adminiſtration, which affects ſuch 
innumerable multitudes of ſubjects, would be an. infinite evil, 
and might admit of no reparation.” | „ mn gs 

. Davies's Serm. Vol. 2. Serm. 18th. 
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faithful as well as dere! in forgiving fin and ſav- 
ing ſinners. It became him to be a juſt God as well 
as a Savior. It became him to magnify the law and 


make it honorable, as much as to deliver penitent 
ſinners from the curſe of it. It became him to make 
Chriſt the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one 
that belitveth,' as much furely as to deliver the be- 
liever from its awful threatnings, In a word it 


became him not to exalt one attribute on the ruins of 
another, but to diſplay, as he does in all his other 
works, each of his bright and glorious perfections 
in delightful harmony with one another.: And 
accordingly we find throughout the New Teſtament, 
the ſufferings of Chriſt are ſo far from being repre- 
ſented as in any reſpect caſual,” or like the acciden- 


tal ſufferings of a martyr,” that they are ſaid to have 


been in conſequence f tie determinate counſel and 


ſoretnomled ge & Gd, and necmfary to the accomplith- - 


ment of the great ſchemes of divine providence and 
grace. * As Maſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wil- 
dernels, even fo, lays the Savior himſelf, Must the 
Son of man be 


ed up." And after his reſurreQion 


from the dead, de takes great pains to ſhew his diſ- 
IP from the Tore of the Old Tellament, that | 


ee i $f KN 2; 2 = 
e e - | * a 
5 & Not, ths, our, infidels thy 1 F 
A God all o er, conſummate, abſolute, 
Full. orb'd, in his whole round of rays complete: 
They ſet at odds heaven's jarring attributes + 


And, with one excellence anot r wound. ; WO i 11 1 


55 Mia beaven's perfection, break its equal : 1 1 

Bid mercy triumph over—God . 

Undeify'd by their  opprobriou s praiſe 3 l ects 
A God all mercy, i is a God unj 8 1755 
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D 
it behoved or was neceſſary for * him to fuffer, and that 
remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached in his name, 
among all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem.® And 
whatever may be thought of this aſtoniſhing fcheme ' 


of falvation by ignorant men, the holy angels con- 
template it with ineffable W and are man 


more and more to look into it. 0 27s 
Indeed in what mirror have Re a * diſ- 
play of the glorious perfections of Deity, as in the 
atoning deatn of Chriſt? Here we have his i 
his wiſdom, his Juſtice, his holineſs, and his love, all. 
ſhining forth with united radiance, and - mutually 
heightening- the luſtre of each other. Who can 
behold the refulgence of glory which is here diſ-- 
played, without being transformed into the image 
of it ? Will any one ꝓreſume to ſay it was not as: 


becoming the divine character for the great God to 
Adiſplay his Juftice, - and his holtneſs, or the greateſt” 


poſſible hotred of fin''as to diſplay his love in the ſal- 
vation of finners ?: That there were not as great and 


important ends to be anſwered in the moral govern-- 
ment of the univerſe, by the diſplay of one-perfec-- 
tion as of:;another p Or that it would have been 


more worthy of Cod to have diſplayed his grace with 


out any regard to his / holineſs P==Nay, but O man, 
who art thou that replieſt againſt God ? Chriſt: cru- 
eified was indeed heretofore a ſtumbling block to- 
the Jews, and fooliſhneſs to the: Greeks | but ne- 
vertheleſs it was then, and it is ill, the wiſdom of-- 


God, and the power of God to every neee 


> then. is the wiſe ? nnn where. - 
| 1s 


* Luke. xxiv.: 46, 47 


"4 [; 80 4; 1 
4 re 
if the diſputer * this. world / hath, not God made Joſh, FR: 
be” the wiſclon. of this worlds * 
. The pretence that the doctrine of the — hs. | It 
11 to licentioſigſi is, one of che moſt groundleſs objec-, * 
9 tions chat can be thought of. Do we make void the. "= 
l | law by faith. in Chriſt; as the, great propitiation for d. 
fin, or as the end of the law for righteouſneſs to as 

every one that believeth? Nay but we eftabliſh the E 

law. Can there be any method of diſplaying the 6 

infinite hatred of God, againſt fin more fully or ſtrik - *. 

*66 


ingly, than by. the . death of Chriſt. as a vicarious ſa- 
criſtce for fin? : What can ſo ſtrongly impreſs ihe 

mind of a finner with a ſenſe of the odrouſneſs of fan M0 
and eftebliſh his regards to holineſs, as faith in Chriſt ? 
Who can have light thoughts of ſin or be indiſſer- : 
ent to the law. of Cod a8. rule of life, that believes 
Chrift. dird for his fins according to the ſcriptures The we 
dotine of the atonement as well as every other, > 
doArine, may andoubtedly!,be; abuſed; but to pre. | 
tend that it is in itſelf a kicentiour dofrine, or that it 


leads to an indifference about perſonal holineſs, can 10 
only evidence the/peryerſeneſs of the human mind, « 
| and4he-unaceountableneſs. of many of its operations. | 10 
This doctrine relieves! the ſinner from the horrors « 
of deſpair ; and thereby prevents him from aban- 1 
doning himſelf to the ſervice of fin under the pre- | % 
tence of its being in vain to hope for ſalvation, i 
But yet at the ſams time it opens wide the door of 66 


ſalvation, it ſets before the ſinner, in a manner 
not 10 be expreſſed, the awful nature of fin: and 
thereby — calculated to ſecure his 

6 regards 


* 1 Cor. i. 20. 


C 6. J 
regards to holineſs: And finally, it lays the peni- 


tent under ſuch infinite obligations to divine love 
| which ſaves him ſo freely and yet fo awfully, that 
it ſeems ſcarcely poſſible” for him to 'teftain crying 


out, —what ſhall I render to the Lord for his aſto- 
niſhing goddheſs to” me, and how ſhall I ever more 


dare to fin #gainlt that Cod” whe hath ſo loved me, 


2s tO fend lis Son to die for me ! © Is it poſhble for 


© the contemplation of ſach goodneſs to weaken 


ee the motives or relax the ſprings of obedience ? 


* As ſoon may leitient balms kill, and rankeſt poi- 
. ſons cure. Is ſuch a belief calculated to. diſcou- 


« j:ge duty, and patronize licentiouſneſs ? Juſt as 


t much, as vernal ſhowers ate fitted to cleave the 
* eatth with chinks, or Ser? 1 to ode a 


vs waters with . . 


at : Fs ,}- 841 F ; 11 + 7 4411 74450 fi, '3 


Do. Talk they of morals? Oh. thou blending el 
Thou maker of new morals to mankind i? 
The grand morality i is love of. thee y Vounc. | 1 


« Only let a fenſe of thy. love be always warm, 


* 
48. © #5 


* always operative on our minds.” This ſhall be 
< inſtead of a thouſand arguments to engage, - -infleal | 


« of ten thauſand molives to quicken our obedience. 


Other motives. may produce ſome external 'ſer- 
« vices, or hypocritical performances. Tertois 


% may extort the drudgery of the hand. Bribes 


&« may purchaſe the adulation of the tongue. But 
© this conciliates the will z this s proſelyies the afſet᷑ · 
6 bons: this en the very ſoul ; and makes 

„ 143 e all. 


* Fa 4 


yp 23 


* oy 
3 
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"linels. God, forbid t 


3g, and us unto. the world ! 


[ Bs : 


“all its powers like the . 2 Auunadal, ready, 

0 * expedite, and active 3 in duty,” * 1 

_ \.. Without holingſs, inward perſonal holineſs of heart 

and life, we readily. acknowledge according, to the 
Leriptures, no man fel ſee the. Lord. But all we 

plead. for is, that the ſcriptures, do alſo clearly' inform 


us, that in order to our becom ing thus holy. it is ne- 


ceſſary we be created anew in Chrise Zeus. We do 
not pretend that, finners will be ſaved , without be- 


ing ſanflifed as well. as juſtified, but only infſt upon 


it that they are boch lanctifed and Juſt fed | in tie 


name of the Lord Jes e and by the Spizit of our God. 
In ſhort, that it is Chriſt who is the grand. mcritoricus 
procuring: caufe of every ſpiritual bleſſing, or who is 
made of God unto them that believe, wiſdom, riglte- 


_ouſneſs, Jandfication, and redemption, —And whether 


the patrons of this great truth ever have been, or 
ate now, leſs holy and exemplary in their lives 


and converſations: than the oppoſers of it, we 


may ſafely leave even the moll prejudiced to de- 
termine. : 4 05 
Upon the eee It is clearly evident that the 


; it ei #514 
glorious | doctrine of the 3 atonement, at once exalts 


1493 ( 


all the divine Perkektions, I effeftually relieves the 
| 2 
guilty conſcience of the Altreſed finner, deſtroys | 


the power of fin, and romotes the intereſts of ho- 

Kon that we ſhould glory fave i in 
the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which. 1s able 
to.crucify the world. with all its reprosches unto 


Thus 
Ho Hzxver, 


DL 88 1 
Thus have I freely addreſſed you, brethren, on 
the ſeveral heads I firſt propoſed, and would now 


| leave you freely to judge for yeurſelves' of What I 


have laid before;you. And may the God of [truth 
lead you into all truth, and give you a ph carms un- 
derſtanding in ati Migge d Wah nod 
I ſhould not have ſollicited your attentien in the 
manner I have, had I not been deeply convinced 
in my own mind, that the principles I have plead- 
ed for are cloſely connected with genuine humility 
and holineſs, And I can call God to witneſs, that 
it is with a fincere and earneſt dere to revive the an- 
cient ſpirit and practice of evangelical piety and obe- 


dience, that I have endeavored to guard you againſt 


thoſe principles, which to me appear, wherever 
they have prevailed, to have been, in too great a 


| meaſure, the bane of vital religion. 


But remember the moſt ſcriptural belief without 
a correſpondent life will not conſtitute you Chrif. 
tians. By * our fruits we are to be known to others; 
and hereby we do ourſelves know that we know Chrift, 
know him ſpiritually and ſavingly, if we keeb his 


commandments. . Let us then make it our daily care, 


in a humble dependence upon the promiſed aids 


of the good Spirit, to ſhew forth our works 
with the meekneſs of evangelical wiſdom. Let 


our light ſo ſhine before men, that others be- 


holding our amiable converſation, may take know. 
ledge of us that we have been with Jeſus, and 


be led to glorify our Father who is in heaven. - 


| And 
* Matt. Viz. 16, + 1 John ii. Zo. 
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„„ | 
And finally, let us hold the truth in love, | af- 
feRtionately- pray ſor thoſe Who appear to be 
ſtrangers to it, and never render railing for 
railing, but contrarĩwiſe bleſing. 


* . # 
& aq” 7 _— * 1 ; 4-4 +4 
clude·· : g. 6 mig but tt 


| £ Is of © 1 67 18 
Look down, O God of love upon a declining 


church, and, in principle and practice, re vive us yet 
in, een e n E =o 3 norman 
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